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To  the  Mayor , Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  County  Borough  of  Gateshead 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  Gateshead  for  the  year  1972.  These  reports  have  been  published 
each  year  for  almost  100  years,  but  this  may  be  the  last  one  in  the  present 
form.  Reorganisation  of  the  National  Health  Services  takes  place  on 
1st  April,  1974,  and  it  will  be  impossible  to  produce  a full  Annual  Report 
for  1973  before  that  date.  Afterwards  local  authority  involvement  in 
health  service  provision  will  be  substantially  altered  and  it  is  not  yet 
known  whether  the  new  Area  Health  Authorities  will  be  required  to 
produce  Annual  Reports. 

The  1972  vital  statistics  for  the  town  show  a further  sharp  decline 
in  the  birth  rate  and  in  fact  the  number  of  live  births  exceeded  the  number 
of  deaths  by  only  132,  the  lowest  figure  for  very  many  years.  There  was 
a very  welcome  fall  in  the  number  of  still  births  but  infant  mortality 
(deaths  under  one  year  of  age),  was  higher  than  at  any  time  since  1967. 
In  the  body  of  the  report  I have  referred  to  the  high  incidence  of  deaths 
from  respiratory  disease,  particularly  chronic  bronchitis.  Tyneside  has 
always  been  noted  for  this  problem  and  it  is  particularly  pleasing  to  note 
that  the  Council  has  agreed  to  accelerate  the  clean  air  programme  and 
so  reduce  atmospheric  pollution  from  household  chimneys.  This  pollution 
is,  of  course,  not  the  sole  cause  of  chronic  chest  disease  but  it  is  an  im- 
portant contributory  factor  and  the  new  programme  will  do  much  to 
improve  the  health  of  people  growing  up  in  Gateshead. 

One  of  the  most  important  and  gratifying  achievements  in  1972 
was  the  decision  to  build  a large  Health  Centre  on  the  Worcester  Street 
site.  Discussions  about  Health  Centres  in  Gateshead  have  been  going 
on  for  several  years  but  it  was  not  until  1972  that  the  Council’s  proposal 
for  a building  in  Sunderland  Road  was  accepted  by  the  Executive  Council. 
Subsequently  it  became  apparent  that  a larger  number  of  general  practi- 
tioners would  be  willing  to  move  to  a Health  Centre  nearer  the  town 
centre  and  the  Worcester  Street  site  was  chosen  instead  of  Sunderland 
Road.  Planning  of  the  building  went  ahead  very  smoothly  and  at  the  time 
of  writing  this  building  is  well  advanced  and  should  be  completed  by  the 
end  of  March,  1974.  It  will  provide  main  surgery  accommodation  for 
10  general  practitioners,  will  accommodate  a wide  range  of  what  are  now 
local  authority  services  such  as  health  visiting,  home  nursing,  chiropody, 
child  health  clinics,  family  planning  services  and  will  replace  Greenesfield 
Clinic  as  the  main  centre  for  the  School  Health  Service  (other  than  the 
dental  service).  For  the  first  time  the  town  will  have  a single  building 
providing  comprehensive  community  health  services  for  nearly  20,000 
people.  The  presence  of  general  practitioners,  health  visitors,  home 
nurses  and  possibly  social  workers  in  the  same  building  will  provide 
teams  of  professional  staff  giving  primary  health  care  to  their  patients 
and  will  enable  the  already  excellent  general  practitioner/home  nurse/ 
health  visitor  attachment  schemes  to  work  even  more  successfully. 

Another  important  development  during  the  year  was  the  reorgani- 
sation of  the  management  structure  of  the  nursing  services  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendations  of  the  Mayston  Report.  A new  post  of  Director 
of  Nursing  Services  was  created  and  Miss  Ross,  formerly  Supervisor  of 
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Midwives  and  Superintendent  of  Home  Nurses  was  appointed  as  the 
first  Director.  She  is  responsible  for  the  management  of  all  three  branches 
of  community  nursing  — health  visiting,  home  nursing  and  midwifery  — 
and  has  working  with  her  a number  of  nursing  officers  in  each  of  the  three 
disciplines.  The  new  structure  will  ensure  co-ordinated  management  of 
the  nursing  service  and  will  mean  that  nursing  outside  hospital  will  be 

fully  equipped  to  meet  the  challenge  which  will  follow  reorganisation  in 
1974. 

There  is  an  increasing  realisation  that  more  illnesses,  particularly 
among  the  elderly,  should  be  managed  at  home  if  at  all  possible.  Demands 
for  services  like  home  nursing  and  the  loan  of  nursing  equipment  as  well 
as  for  complementary  services  provided  by  the  Social  Services  Depart- 
ment (e.g.  home  helps),  are  growing  rapidly  and  are  demonstrated  by  a 
19%  increase  over  the  previous  year  in  the  number  of  patients  nursed  by 
district  nurses,  a 15%  increase  in  attendances  for  chiropody  treatment 
and  a 29  % increase  in  the  loan  of  nursing  equipment. 

Infectious  disease  notifications  were  again  fairly  low,  largely  because 
measles  cases,  though  higher  than  in  1971,  did  not  reach  epidemic  pro- 
portions. It  is  apparent  that  vaccination  is  having  some  influence  on  the 
epidemiological  pattern  of  measles,  but  the  take  up  of  vaccination  must 
be  much  higher  if  we  are  to  reduce  the  incidence  to  the  levels  which  have 
been  achieved  for  other  preventable  disease.  It  is  welcome  to  note  that 
the  epidemic  of  scabies  which  has  caused  such  a large  amount  of  discomfort 
for  several  years  seems  to  be  on  the  wane. 

During  the  year  a Joint  Liaison  Committee  of  officers  from  the 
three  branches  of  the  health  service  began  the  preparatory  work  required 
before  the  reorganised  health  service  comes  into  being  in  1974.  At  the 
time  of  writing,  much  has  been  done  but  it  is  obvious  that  by  1st  April, 
1974,  the  full  details  of  reorganisation  will  be  far  from  complete  and  that 
most  people  in  the  health  service  will  be  transferred  in  their  present  posts. 
There  has  been  much  uncertainty  about  the  future  among  staff  at  all 
levels  and  I would  like  to  thank  everyone  of  the  health  department 
personnel  for  their  unstinting  efforts  towards  the  improvement  of  the 
local  authority  services  recorded  in  this  report.  General  practitioners 
and  hospital  staff  of  all  disciplines  have  ensured  that  the  contacts  between 
the  local  authority  and  other  branches  of  the  health  services  have  con- 
tinued to  develop  and  I would  like  to  thank  them  for  their  help.  Chief 
officers  and  heads  of  departments  in  the  local  authority  have,  as  usual, 
given  every  support  to  the  department  and  I would  like  to  thank  them. 

In  thanking  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee 
for  their  encouragement  and  support  throughout  the  year,  I would 
like  to  express  my  deep  regret  at  the  death  in  June,  1973,  of  Councillor 
W.  Collins,  j.p.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  since  1963.  His  deep  in- 
volvement in  the  development  of  all  aspects  of  health  services  in  Gateshead 
made  him  an  ideal  Chairman  and  he  will  be  sadly  missed. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  F.  Henley, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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PART  I 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
IN  THE  BOROUGH 


A.  Employment 

(a)  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  C.  Ryan,  Manager  of  the  Employment 
Exchange,  Bede  House,  who  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the  following 
statistics  and  comments: — 


Unemployment 


Table  1 


Disabled  Persons 

Unemployed  Persons 

as  at  Registered  as  at  Unemployed  as  at 


6.12.71 

11.12.72 

19.4.71 

17.4.72 

6.12.71 

11.12.72 

Men 

..  2,715 

2,377 

1,298 

1,209 

241 

198 

Women  . . 

329 

383 

194 

189 

22 

21 

Boys 

157 

164 

3 

1 

— 

1 

Girls 

46 

89 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Total  . . 

. . 3,247 

3,013 

1,497 

1,401 

263 

220 

It  will  be  apparent  from  the  statistical  table  that  there  has  been  a 
reduction  in  the  numbers  unemployed  during  1972. 

The  majority  of  the  Disabled  Register  are  still  people  suffering 
from  deformities,  diseases  and  injuries  to  lower  and  upper  limbs,  dis- 
abilities of  the  spine  or  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system. 

During  the  year,  the  Disablement  Resettlement  Officer  continued 
to  visit  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital  each  week  to  assist  patients  with 
resettlement  problems.  He  also  attended  7 meetings  of  the  Resettlement 
Clinic  which  is  based  at  the  Hospital,  when  15  patients  were  seen.  The 
purpose  of  the  clinic,  which  is  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Dr.  J.  K. 
Hingorani,  is  to  discuss  patients’  employment  problems  with  the  Disable- 
ment Resettlement  Officer,  who  then  endeavours  to  effect  satisfactory 
resettlement. 

The  Industrial  Rehabilitation  Unit  at  Felling  provides  courses  for 
people  who,  because  of  illness  or  injury,  have  difficulty  in  returning  to 
their  previous  employment.  The  courses  are  designed  to  provide  a period 
of  physical  toning  up  and  assessment  for  suitable  employment.  Persons 
completing  the  course  may  be  recommended  for  Vocational  Training  at 
a Government  Training  Centre  where  a new  skill  can  be  acquired. 

During  1972,  75  men,  7 women,  3 boys  and  3 girls  from  the  Gateshead 
area  attended  courses  of  industrial  rehabilitation  and  15  were  recom- 
mended for  and  commenced  Vocational  Training  Courses. 
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The  Gateshead  and  District  Disablement  Advisory  Committee  met 
on  three  occasions  during  1972.  The  Committee,  under  the  Chairmanship 
of  Mr.  F.  A.  Kelly,  m.b.e.,  j.p.,  f.i.o.b.,  is  made  up  of  representatives  of 
local  employers,  trade  unions  and  other  interested  voluntary  organisa- 
tions. Their  function  is  to  advise  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Employment 
on  matters  relating  to  the  employment  of  disabled  persons  in  the  area. 

( b ) Youth  Employment 

In  her  report  for  the  year  ended  31st  July,  1972,  Miss  J.  Charlton, 
Principal  Careers  Officer,  comments  on  the  scarcity  of  job  opportunities 
for  those  who  left  school  without  C.S.E.  or  G.C.E.  qualifications.  Pupils 
were  encouraged  to  continue  their  education  as  long  as  possible  to  try 
to  improve  their  chances  of  obtaining  occupations  with  training  schemes 
requiring  specific  educational  qualification  for  entry. 


B.  Climatic  Conditions 

The  University  of  Newcastle  and  the  University  of  Durham  supply  us 
with  monthly  bulletins  relating  to  the  climatic  conditions  affecting 
adjoining  areas. 


STATISTICS 

C.  Area  and  Population 


Population  (estimated  by  Registrar  General,  1972)  (includes  added  area)  93,490 

Area  of  Borough  (in  acres)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,559 

Population  of  present  Borough  (Census  1931)  (includes  added  area)  . . 124,545 

Population  of  present  Borough  (Census  1961)  103,261 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (Valuation  Lists) 34,626 

Density  of  population  per  acre  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  20-51 

No.  of  persons  per  inhabited  house  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2-7 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April,  1972  . . . . . . . . . . . . £3,826,628 

Estimated  product  of  penny  rate  1972/73  £36,600 

Rate  in  the  £ levied  1972/73  . . . . . . 100-5p 


D.  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births 
Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Live  Birth  Rate  {crude) 

Live  Birth  Rate  ( adjusted ) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

Still  Births: 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M.  F.  Total 


636  597  1,233 

77  65  142 


9 10  19 

1 — 1 


713  662  1,375 

. . 14-7  per  1,000  population 
. .15-4  per  1,000  population 
. . 10-3  per  cent  of  total  live  births 


10 


10 


20 


AVERAGE  BIRTH  RATES 


r ■ 
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M.  F.  Total 


Still  Birth  Rate 

. 14  00  per 

1,000  total  live  births 

Total  live  and  still  births 

. 723 

672 

1,395 

Deaths  {all  ages ) 

. 644 

599 

1,243 

Death  Rate  {crude)  . . 

.13-30  per 

1,000  population 

Death  Rate  {adjusted) 

.14  -40  per 

1 ,000  population 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths 

69 

63 

132 

Infant  Deaths: 

(Deaths  in  first  year  of  life) 

Legitimate 

21 

10 

31 

Illegitimate 

1 

2 

3 

22 

12 

34 

Infant  Mortality  Rate: 

Total  ..  ..  ..  25  per  1 ,000  live  births 

Legitimate  only  . . . .25  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  only  . . . .21  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neonatal  Deaths: 

(Deaths  in  first  month  of  life) 

Legitimate  ..  ..  12  7 19 

Illegitimate  . . . . — 2 2 


12 

9 

21 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

..15-00  per  1 ,000  live  births 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality: 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  1 

week) 

Legitimate 

10 

5 

15 

Illegitimate 

— 

2 

2 

10 

7 

17 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality 

Rate 

. . 12-00  per  1,000  live  births 

Perinatal  Mortality: 

(Stillbirths  and  deaths  of 

infants  under  1 week) 

Legitimate 

19 

15 

34 

Illegitimate 

1 

2 

3 

20 

17 

37 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

. .27  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

Maternal  Mortality  . . . . Nil 


Table  2 

Rates  for  Gateshead  County  Borough  as  compared  with  England  and  Wales 


Neo-  Peri- 


Birth 

Illegit. 

Still- 

Death 

Infant 

natal 

natal 

Rate 

Birth 

birth 

Rate 

Mort. 

Mort. 

Mort. 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

England  and  Wales  . . 

14*8 

9 0 

12-0 

12  1 

17-0 

12  0 

22-0 

Gateshead 

15-4 

10  3 

140 

14-4 

25-0 

15  0 

27-0 
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COMMENTS  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

There  were  1,375  live  births  to  Gateshead  mothers  in  1972,  compared 
with  1,630  in  1971.  As  a result,  the  birth  rate  fell  sharply  to  14*7  per 
1,000  population  (adjusted  rate  15*4),  from  the  1971  figure  of  17*2 
(adjusted  16*7).  The  birth  rate  for  England  was  14*8.  Illegitimate  births 
totalled  142,  or  10*3%  of  the  live  births,  an  increase  on  the  figure  of 
9*5%  in  1971. 

Stillbirths 

A total  of  20  still  births,  giving  a still  birth  rate  of  14*0  per  1,000 
total  births  shows  a considerable  improvement  on  the  previous  year, 
when  the  stillbirth  rate  was  21*0.  Even  so,  the  1972  figure  remains  above 
the  national  one  of  12*0  and  gives  no  cause  for  complacency. 


Infant  Mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age) 

Infant  deaths  increased  from  31  in  1971  to  34  in  1972  and  the  infant 
mortality  rate  rose  from  19*0  to  25*0  per  1,000  live  births.  Twenty-one 
of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  month  of  life,  compared  with  23  the 
previous  year.  Annual  fluctuation  in  mortality  rates  are  inevitable  when 
considering  relatively  small  numbers,  but  at  25*0,  the  infant  mortality 
rate  is  the  highest  since  1967.  A high  proportion  of  the  deaths  (8  in  all), 
were  certified  as  due  to  the  “Cot  death  syndrome”  and  7 of  the  13  babies 
who  died  between  the  ages  of  1 month  and  1 year  did  so  from  this 
condition;  the  precise  cause  of  which  is  still  uncertain.  The  causes  of 
infant  deaths  are  given  in  Table  3. 

Table  3 

Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  at  Various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age 


Total  Total 


Cause  of  Death  Under 
1 wk. 

1-2 

weeks 

2-3 

weeks 

3-4 

weeks 

deaths 
under 
4 wks. 

1-3 

mths. 

3-6  6-9 

mths.  mths. 

9-12 

mths. 

deaths 

under 

1 yr. 

M F T 

All  causes : 
Certified  . . 

17 

3 

1 

21 

3 

6 3 

1 

22  12  34 

Uncertified 

Inattention  at 
birth 

1 

1 

— 1 1 

Broncho- 

pneumonia 











_ __ 

1 — 

_ 

1 — 1 

Congenital 

duodenal 

obstruction 

1 

1 

1 — 1 

Hyaline 

Membrane 

1 







1 

_ 

_ 

1 — 1 

Cot  death 
syndrome 

1 







1 

1 

4 2 

_ 

5 3 8 

Hydrocephalus 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

— 1 1 

AVERAGE  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES 
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Cause  of  Death  Under 
1 wk. 

1-2  2-3 

weeks  weeks 

3-4 

weeks 

Total 

deaths  1-3 
under  mths. 
4 wks. 

3-6  6-9  9-12 

mths.  mths.  mths. 

Total 

deaths 

under 

1 yr. 

M F T 

Potter’s 

Syndrome 

1 





1 — 



1 — 1 

Congenital 

pulmonary 

abnormality 

— 1 

1 — 1 

Meningo- 

myelocele 

1 

1 — 



2 — 



1 1 2 

Ventricular 
septal  defect 

1 





1 — 



1 — 1 

Prematurity 

7 

— — 

— 

7 — 

— — — 

4 3 7 

Exomphalus 

1 

— — 

— 

1 — 

— — — 

1 — 1 

Encephalitis 

— 

— 1 

— 

1 — 

— — — 

— 1 1 

Asphyxia 

1 

1 — 

— 

2 — 

1 — — 

2 1 3 

Intussuscep- 

tion 









— 1 — 

1 — 1 

Leukaemia  . . 

— 

— — 

— 

— — 

1 

— 1 1 

Tracheo 

Oesophageal 

Fistula 

— 1 

1 — 1 

Coarctation  of 
Aorta 

1 

— — 

— 

1 — 

— — — 

1 — 1 

17 

3 1 

— 

21  3 

6 3 1 

22  12  34 

Perinatal  Mortality  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life) 

The  perinatal  mortality  rate  of  27-0  per 

1,000  total  births,  though 

higher  than 

the  national  average 

of  22-0,  was  considerably  improved 

on  the  previous  year. 

Details  of  perinatal  deaths  are  given  in  Table  4. 

Table  4 

Perinatal  Mortality 

Domiciliary  Hospital 


Deaths 

Deaths 

Total 

°/ 

/o 

Respiratory  distress  syndrome  with 
extreme  prematurity  . . 

2 

12 

14 

31-8 

Congenital  abnormalities 

3 

13 

16 

36-3 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage — accidental 

— 

1 

1 

2-3 

Placental  insufficiency 

— 

3 

3 

6-9 

Twins  (1  only) 

— 

2 

2 

4*5 

Erythroblastosis  . . 

— 

1 

1 

2-3 

Uterine  incompetence 

— 

1 

1 

2-3 

Cot  death  syndrome 

1 

— 

1 

2-3 

Potter’s  Syndrome  . . 

— 

1 

1 

2-3 

No  known  cause  . . 

— 

4 

4 

9 0 
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Deaths 

At  1,243,  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  higher  than  in  1971  (1,190), 
and  the  crude  mortality  rate,  13-3  per  1,000  population  was  also  raised; 
the  adjusted  mortality  rate,  which  takes  account  of  the  age/sex  structure 
of  the  population  was  14-4,  the  same  as  in  1971  but  higher  than  the 
national  rate  of  12*1. 

With  an  increased  number  of  deaths  and  a marked  fall  in  the  number 
of  births,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  only  132,  an  extremely 
low  figure. 

The  modern  epidemic  of  ischaemic  heart  disease  claimed  361  deaths, 
compared  with  333  in  the  previous  year,  and  far  outstripped  other  diseases 
as  the  principal  cause  of  death.  Deaths  from  malignant  disease  totalled 
243,  the  same  figure  as  in  1971,  and  of  these  77  were  from  lung  cancer. 
Another  major  cause  of  death  in  Gateshead  is  chronic  chest  disease; 
61  deaths  were  due  directly  to  chronic  bronchitis  and  emphysema  and 
it  is  safe  to  assume  that  a high  proportion  of  the  95  pneumonias  and  32 
influenza  fatalities  were  in  persons  already  handicapped  by  chronic 
chest  trouble. 

Accidents 

Details  of  accidental  deaths  are  given  in  Table  5.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  there  were  as  many  deaths  (13)  from  accidents  in  the  home  as 
from  vehicle  accidents.  Other  accidents  accounted  for  6 deaths. 

Table  5 

Males  Females  Total 
..9  4 13 

..1  5 6 

..1  1 2 

3(2)  2(2)  5 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 

..  — 1 1 

..  ■ 2 — 2 

1 — 1 

denote  children  under  5 years) 


Vehicle  accidents  . . 
In  Home: 

Falls 

Poisoning 

Choking 

Outside  Home: 

Falls 

Drowning 

Burns 

Works 

Railway 

(Figures  in  brackets 


E.  Comparable  Statistics  for  Gateshead  and  Neighbouring  Local  Health  Authorities,  1972 

Table  6 

Newcastle  South  North- 

Gateshead  upon  Tyne  Shields  Sunderland  Tynemouth  umber/and  Durham 
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PART  II 

SERVICES  UNDER  PART  III  OF  THE  NATIONAL 
HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

SECTION  22.  CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

The  total  number  of  live  births  decreased  from  1,580  in  1971  to 
1,375  in  1972,  giving  a birth  rate  of  14*7  per  1,000.  Of  the  total  live  births 
121  (9-5%)  were  born  at  home.  This  was  a decrease  on  the  previous 
year  when  231  (17-2%)  had  a domiciliary  confinement. 


(a)  Antenatal  Clinics 

Antenatal  clinics  continued  unchanged  from  the  previous  year.  A 
weekly  booking  session  was  held  at  Greenesfield  and  the  midwives  held 
regular  antenatal  sessions  in  the  district  clinics  of  Low  Fell,  Wrekenton, 
Carr  Hill,  Teams  and  Bensham. 

Talks  on  parentcraft  were  given  by  health  visitors  and  mid  wives 
during  the  antenatal  clinic.  Training  in  psychoprophylaxis  for  expectant 
mothers  was  given  at  the  Low  Fell  Centre,  whether  booked  for  hospital 
or  for  home  confinement. 

(b)  Child  Health  Clinics 

Although  there  was  a fall  in  the  number  of  attendances  at  clinics, 
this  was  entirely  due  to  the  decreased  number  of  births  and  the  figures 
in  Table  8 show  that  this  service  is  still  very  much  in  demand.  In  its  first 
full  year  of  operation  Low  Fell  became  the  busiest  weekly  clinic  in  the 
town. 


Table  8 


Clinic 

No . of 
sessions 

No.  of 
1st  visits 
0-1  yrs. 

No.  of 
revisits 
0-1  yrs. 

No.  of 
1st  visits 
1-5  yrs. 

No.  of 
revisits 
1-5  yrs. 

Greenesfield  . . 

52 

78 

561 

8 

738 

Bensham 

103 

167 

2,086 

15 

2,040 

Moore  Street 

47 

94 

932 

6 

888 

Low  Fell 

52 

187 

1,861 

25 

1,221 

Teams . . 

97 

142 

1,562 

17 

1,481 

Wrekenton . . 

47 

157 

1,304 

13 

1,079 

Lobley  Hill  . . 

52 

77 

857 

9 

753 

Carr  Hill 

• • 

97 

129 

1,072 

13 

987 

District  Nursing  Association 

100 

139 

1,650 

20 

1,305 

647 

1,170 

11,885 

126 

10,492 

12 


Table  9 


No, 

Average  No. 

A verage 

Clinic 

of  consu/ta- 

No.  seen 

attendances 

attended 

tions  per 

by  Doctor 

at  Doctor's 

at  clinics 

session 

session 

Greenesfield 

1,385 

26-63 

378 

7-27 

Bensham 

4,308 

41-82 

956 

9-28 

Moore  Street 

1,920 

40-85 

461 

9-81 

Low  Fell 

3,294 

63-34 

836 

16-00 

Teams  . . 

3,202 

33-00 

842 

8-67 

Wrekenton 

2,553 

54-32 

761 

1619 

Lobley  Hill 

1,696 

32-61 

456 

8-77 

Carr  Hill 

2,201 

22-69 

409 

8-70 

District  Nursing  Association 

3,114 

31-14 

1,102 

11-02 

23,673 

36-59 

6,201 

10-39 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

The  distribution  of  welfare  foods  continued  at  the  clinic,  and  the 
following  shows  the  arrangements: — 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday  afternoons  and  Friday  mornings  and 
afternoons  at  Greenesfield  Clinic. 

and  during  welfare  sessions  at  each  of  the  other  clinics. 


1972 

1971 

National  Dried  Milk 

..  12,937 

10,422 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

\ 

421 

Vitamin  Drops 

J 2,864 

2,211 

Vitamin  tablets 

443 

579 

Orange  joice 

. . 9,003 

24,199 

2,141  packets  of  National  Dried  Milk  were  issued  free,  compared 
with  2,008  in  1971. 

Sale  of  proprietary  brands  amounted  to  £5,593  -41  for  1972,  compared 
with  £6,125*36  for  1971. 

Free  tokens  for  orange  juice  were  withdrawn  on  31.12.71  and  this 
item  ceased  being  subsidised  on  1.4.72.  Orange  juice  now  sold  as  pro- 
prietary brand. 


(c)  Assessment  Unit 

During  the  five  years  this  unit  has  been  in  operation  it  has  proved  its 
importance  in  the  organisation  of  facilities  for  handicapped  children. 
The  assessment  clinic  regularly  held  in  the  unit  identifies  children  in  need, 
and  they  are  admitted  on  a part-time  basis  for  assessment,  treatment 
and  training.  Transport  is  provided  and  meals  on  the  same  basis  as  in 
nursery  classes.  From  the  unit  children  are  placed  in  normal  nurseries, 
normal  school  or  special  schools  as  required. 

In  the  first  four  years  56  children  attended  and  these  were  placed  as 
follows: — 
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Ordinary  Nursery 

Ordinary  School 

Special  Schools 

The  Cedars 

Percy  Hedley  School 

School  for  the  Blind 

Northern  Counties  School 
for  the  Deaf 

Partially  hearing  Unit 

High  Fell  Special  School  . . 

Joicey  Road  Special  School  for 
E.S.N.  Children.  . 

Prudhoe  Special  School  . . 


4 

17 

7 

1 

4 (including  3 partially  sighted) 

1 

3 

1 8 (of  whom  7 were  mongols) 

3 

4 (including  1 permanently) 


(d)  Nursery  Schools  and  Classes 

During  the  year  another  nursery  class  was  opened  at  Carr  Hill 
School,  which  means  that  five  nursery  classes  now  operate: — Kelvin 
Grove,  Sunderland  Road,  Lindisfarne,  Brighton  Avenue  and  Carr  Hill, 
caring  for  about  100  children  altogether  between  the  ages  of  3-5  years. 

Bensham  Nursery  School  continued  to  care  for  40  children. 

Priority  of  admission  was  given  to  children  whose  mothers  were 
suffering  from  ill-health.  A health  visitor  makes  weekly  visits  to  treat 
minor  ailments  and  one  of  the  school  medical  officers  makes  regular 
visits  to  examine  the  children. 


(e)  Care  of  Illegitimate  Children 

There  were  142  illegitimate  live  births  registered  in  the  Borough  in 
1972,  77  males  and  65  females.  119  were  known  to  the  health  visitors  and 
the  following  table  summarises  the  particulars  in  regard  to  these: — 


Table  10 


Living 
with 
mother 
or  near 
relative 

Left 

the 

district 
or  not 
traced 

Children  living  with 
mother  or  near  relatives 

Total 
No.  of 
child- 
ren 

Child 

adopt- 

ed 

Child 

foster- 

ed 

Died 

Children 
well  cared 
for  in 
good  home 

Home 
conditions 
poor  and 
child  requir- 
ing extensive 
supervision 

119 

106 

9 

1 

1 

2 

101 

5 

(f)  Congenital  Malformations 

During  1972  there  were  24  cases  of  congenital  defects  obvious  at 
birth  notified  by  obstetricians  and  midwives,  as  compared  with  23 
cases  in  1971  and  20  cases  in  1970.  The  infants  notified  fall  into  the 
following  categories: — 
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Table  11 

Defects  of  central  nervous  system 

a. 

Anencephalus 

1 (l)S.B. 

b. 

Spina  bifida 

2 

c. 

Hydrocephalus 

2 

d. 

Meningocele 

1 (1)  S.B. 

Defects  of  alimentary  system 

a. 

Cleft  lip. . 

2 

b. 

Cleft  palate 

1 

Heart  and  great  vessels 

a. 

Post  ductor  coarctation 

of  Aorta 

1 

b. 

Ventricular  septal  defect 

1 

Respiratory  system 

a. 

Pulmonary  hypoplasia 

1 

Defects  of  urinogenital  system 

a. 

Hypospadias 

4 

Defects  of  limbs 

a. 

Talipes 

1 

b. 

Polydactyly 

2 

c. 

Reduction  deformity  of 

arm 

1 

d. 

Congenital  dislocation 

of  hip 

1 

Defects  of  other  systems 

a. 

Exomphalus 

2 

Other  malformations 

a. 

Down’s  syndrome 

1 

(g)  Priority  Dental  Services 

Treatment  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 
and  Children  Under  Five  Years 

Dental  Staff 

All  forms  of  treatment  were  carried  out  at  the  Authority  Health 
Centres  at  Greenesfield,  Carr  Hill  and  Wrekenton. 

On  June  5th  Mrs.  B.  R.  Mehta,  full-time  Dental  Officer,  reduced 
her  commitments  to  become  part-time  and  then  resigned  on  30th  Septem- 
ber, in  order  to  take  up  a position  in  private  practice  in  London.  Our 
dental  officer  strength  was  consequently  reduced  from  a full-time  equiva- 
lent of  3T  to  2-8  during  the  months  June  to  September  and  then  reduced 
still  further  to  2T  following  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Mehta.  Since  it  was 
impossible  to  recruit  new  staff,  our  dental  officer  strength  was  to  remain 
at  this  level  of  2T  (total  establishment  4),  for  the  last  three  months  of 
1972. 

Miss  M.  Dickinson,  Dental  Surgery  Assistant,  resigned  on  30th 
August  to  commence  a two-year  training  course  as  a dental  auxiliary 
at  the  New  Cross  Hospital.  We  were  pleased  to  welcome  to  the  staff 
Mrs.  R.  Larkin,  part-time  dental  surgery  assistant,  who  was  appointed 
on  12th  December.  However,  vacancies  for  three  full-time  dental  sur- 
gery assistants  still  remain  to  be  filled  pending  the  appointment  of  two 
full-time  dental  officers. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 

Patients  continued  to  be  referred  to  the  Department  by  the  health 
visitors  and  in  a few  cases  by  their  own  medical  practitioners. 

Only  23  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  were  inspected,  all  of  whom 
were  found  to  require  treatment;  20  were  offered  treatment  and  8 of 
these  failed  to  complete  their  course  of  treatment. 
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The  routine  inspection  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  was  con- 
fined to  those  attending  the  Authority’s  nursery  schools.  Due  to  shortage 
of  staff  only  four  of  these  were  visited  during  the  year  under  review. 
Many  inspections  of  other  children  of  pre-school  age  were  also  carried 
out  when  dental  trouble  brought  them  to  the  clinics.  The  total  number 
of  children  under  five  given  first  dental  inspections  at  the  nurseries  and 
at  the  clinics  was  201.  Of  these,  142  required  treatment  and  141  were 
offered  treatment. 

123  children  were  inspected  in  the  nurseries,  of  whom  73  required 
and  were  offered  treatment.  However,  treatment  for  only  16-44%  of 
these  children  was  accepted  by  the  parents.  Consequently,  a total  of  81 
children  actually  attended  for  treatment  during  the  year  1972  and  67 
of  these  were  made  dentally  fit. 

Since  the  Authority  was  without  a Health  Education  Organiser  for 
1\  months  of  the  year,  it  was  not  possible  to  give  as  much  Dental  Health 
Education  as  in  previous  years.  A few  talks  were  given  by  the  health 
visitors  — mainly  in  schools. 

The  small  amount  of  denture  work  required  for  the  Authority,  as 
well  as  a small  amount  for  Durham  County  Council,  was  carried  out  in 
the  well  equipped  laboratory  at  Greenesfield  House.  This  is  staffed  by 
one  senior  dental  technician-in-charge. 

Tables  recording  treatment  of  those  covered  by  the  Priority  Dental 
Services  are  appended. 


Table  12 

Dental  Services  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  Children  under  5 years 

Children  Expectant  and 

0-4  (inch)  Nursing  mothers 

Part  A.  Attendances  and  Treatment 

No.  of  visits  for  Treatment  during  year: 


First  visit 

Subsequent  visits 

81 

86 

20 

42 

Total  visits 

167 

62 

No.  of  additional  courses  of  treatment  other 
than  the  First  Course  commenced  during 
year 

8 

2 

Treatment  provided  during  the  year: 

No.  of  fillings 

104 

18 

Teeth  filled 

102 

18 

Teeth  extracted 

98 

34 

General  anaesthetics  given 

42 

5 

Emergency  visits  by  patients 

23 

11 

Patients  x-rayed 

— 

2 

Patients  treated  by  Scaling  and/or  Removal 
of  Stains  from  the  teeth  (prophylaxis)  . . 

28 

3 

Teeth  otherwise  conserved  . . 

15 

— 

Teeth  root  filled 

— 

— 

Inlays 

— 

— 

Crowns 

— 

— 

No.  of  courses  of  Treatment  completed 
during  the  year 

67 

12 

16 


Part  B.  Prosthetics 


Patients  supplied  with  F.U.  or  F.L.  (First  time) 
Patients  supplied  with  other  dentures 
No.  of  dentures  supplied 


1 

3 

6 


Part  C.  Anaesthetics 


General  Anaesthetics  administered  by  dental 
officers 

Part  D.  Inspections 

No.  of  patients  given  First  Inspections  during 
year 

No.  of  patients  in  A and  D above  who  required 
treatment 

No.  of  patients  in  B.  and  E above  who  were 
offered  treatment 

No.  of  patients  re-inspected  during  year 


A. 

201 

D. 

23 

B. 

142 

E. 

23 

C. 

141 

F. 

20 

J. 

14 

K. 

— 

Part  E.  Sessions 

No.  of  Dental  Officer  Sessions  (i.e.  Equivalent 
Complete  Half  Days)  devoted  to  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Patients: 

For  treatment  . . . . . . . . G.  33 

For  Health  Education  ......  H.  


SECTIONS  23,  24  & 25.  COMMUNITY  NURSING  SERVICES 

A new  management  structure  for  the  community  nursing  services 
was  introduced  towards  the  end  of  1972.  In  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Mayston  Report,  a post  of  Director  of  Nursing  Services 
was  established.  Miss  Ross,  formerly  Supervisor  of  Home  Nurses  and  of 
Midwives,  was  appointed  to  the  post  from  1st  December  and  is  res- 
ponsible for  the  overall  management  of  health  visiting,  home  nursing  and 
domiciliary  midwifery  services.  The  bringing  together  of  the  three  services 
under  a single  nurse  administrator  is  an  important  development  in  the 
provision  of  integrated  care  for  patients  at  home  and  will  ensure  that  the 
community  nursing  services  are  ready  and  able  to  play  their  full  part  in 
the  reorganised  health  service  in  1974. 

In  addition  to  the  post  of  Director  of  Nursing  Services,  four  new 
posts  of  Nursing  Officer  were  established,  two  concerned  with  health 
visiting  and  two  with  home  nursing.  A senior  midwife  continued  to  have 
part  administrative  and  part  clinical  duties  in  the  domiciliary  midwifery 
service. 


SECTION  23.  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 

The  number  of  births  notified  in  the  County  Borough  during  1972 
was  as  follows: — 


Live 

Still 

Domiciliary 

121 

4 

Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital 

641 

11 

Bensham  Hospital . . 

407 

4 

Princess  Mary  Maternity 

Hospital 

141 

1 

Others  

65 

— 
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The  decrease  in  domiciliary  midwifery  continues.  There  were  125 
home  confinements  (9%)  in  1972,  compared  with  231  (14-2%)  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  number  of  mothers  discharged  before  the  10th  day  puerperium 
was  883,  compared  with  1,010  in  1971.  During  the  year  the  midwives 
made  1,589  morning  visits,  318  evening  visits  and  1,214  antenatal  and 
post-natal  visits  in  connection  with  home  confinements. 

(a)  Intention  to  Practise 

During  1972,  56  mid  wives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  mid- 
wifery in  the  Borough.  They  were  distributed  as  follows: — 


Municipal  midwives 

. . 10 

Private 

1 

Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital 

(includes  3 antenatal  sisters) 

. . 32 

Bensham  Hospital  . . 

..  13 

(b)  Staff 

One  midwife  left  the  service  during  the  year.  Two  midwives  attended 
refresher  courses. 

(c)  Services 

Antenatal  clinics  were  held  at  the  district  clinics  and  health  centres : — 

Low  Fell,  Wrekenton,  Carr  Hill,  Teams,  Bensham,  District 
Nursing  Association  and  Greenesfield. 

Midwives  continue  to  attend  antenatal  clinics  held  by  three  of  the 
general  practitioners  in  their  own  surgeries. 

Any  patient  who  wishes  to  engage  the  services  of  a midwife,  either 
to  have  her  baby  at  home  or  when  she  is  planning  to  have  an  early  dis- 
charge from  hospital,  can  do  so  at  any  of  these  clinics. 

(d)  Training 

Recruitment  for  the  integrated  midwifery  training  remains  disappoint- 
ing. No  candidate  completed  the  course. 

(e)  Emergency  Cases 

There  was  no  necessity  to  call  the  services  of  the  emergency  obstetric 
squad  during  the  year. 

Of  the  patients  who  were  originally  booked  for  home  confinement, 
26  were  transferred  to  hospital.  The  reasons  were: — 


Social  conditions  . . . . . . 1 

Postmaturity  . . . . . . 9 

Antepartum  haemorrhage  . . . . 3 

Malpresentation  . . . . . . 2 

Prolonged  labour  . . . , . . 6 

Toxaemia  . . . . . . . . 1 

Rh.  Incompatability  . . . . 3 

Premature  labour  . . . . . . 1 
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(f)  Care  of  Premature  Infants 

130  premature  babies  were  born  during  the  year,  10  at  home  and  120 
in  hospital.  Of  the  10  babies  born  at  home,  one  was  stillborn;  this  was  a 
very  premature  baby.  Of  the  120  born  in  hospital,  111  were  live  and  9 
still  births. 

Particulars  are  as  follows  for  the  120  live  births:— 

Table  13 


Total 

Died 

under 

24  hours 

Died 

under 

28  days 

Alive 

At  home 

10 

1 (SB) 

1 

8 

Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital 

61 

2 

4 

55 

Bensham  General  Hospital 

38 

2 

2 

34 

Other  Hospitals 

9 

1 

— 

8 

Further  particulars  of  the  domiciliary  births  of  premature  infants 
are: — 


Table  14 


Weight  at  Birth 

Died 

under 

24  hours 

Died 

mirlpv 

Transferred  to 
hospital 

Total 

U / 1 14'  v 1 

28  days 

Died  Alive 

Less  than  2 lbs.  3 ozs. 

. . 

— 

— 



Over  2 lbs.  3 ozs.  and 
including  3 lbs.  4 ozs. 

Over  3 lbs.  4 ozs.  and 
including  4 lbs.  6 ozs. 

Over  4 lbs.  6 ozs.  and 
including  4 lbs.  15  ozs. 

2 

— 1 

Over  4 lbs.  15  ozs.  and 
including  5 lbs.  8 ozs. 

7 

— 1 

89  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  premature  babies. 

The  supervision  of  infants  discharged  from  hospital  before  the  10th 
day  has  continued,  and  the  number  of  visits  amounted  to  3,993.  Close 
collaboration  exists  between  the  hospital  and  domiciliary  services. 

(g)  Maternity  Outfits 

Complete  outfits  were  distributed  to  134  mothers  during  1972.  100 
smaller  packs  were  issued  to  mothers  after  early  discharge  from  hospital. 

SECTION  24.  HEALTH  VISITING 

The  staff  of  this  services  at  the  end  of  1972  consisted  of  the  Director 
of  Nursing  Services,  2 senior  health  visitors,  2 field  work  instructors,  14 
full-time  health  visitors,  4 part-time  health  visitors,  1 state  registered 
nurse  (part-time),  2 state  enrolled  nurses  (school  term),  and  3 auxiliary 
nurses.  Three  student  health  visitors  are  in  training  on  the  1972-73  course 
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at  Newcastle  Polytechnic.  The  3 students  of  the  1971-72  health  visitor 
training  course  were  successful  in  their  examinations  and  joined  the  field 
staff. 


Miss  Bradley,  Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  retired  in  October, 
after  35  years’  service  with  the  Authority,  the  last  1 1 years  as  Super- 
intendent. Health  Visiting  has  changed  enormously  during  this  time  and 
Miss  Bradley’s  considerable  abilities  have  helped  to  ensure  that  Gates- 
head has  kept  pace  with  these  developments.  Miss  Daglish  also  retired 
in  October,  after  34  years’  service;  she  was  the  first  health  visitor  in 
Gateshead  to  work  in  a general  practitioner  attachment  scheme  and  the 
subsequent  development  of  attachments  in  the  town  owes  much  to  her 
pioneer  work. 

Health  visitors  continued  with  health  education  in  various  depart- 
ments in  schools  and  also  gave  talks  to  Mothers’  Clubs  and  other  gather- 
ings. The  luncheon  club  and  old  people’s  social  group  at  Low  Fell  Clinic 
unfortunately  outgrew  the  premises  and  moved  to  Denewell  Avenue 
Presbyterian  Church  Hall.  The  playgroups  based  on  the  clinics  continue 
in  popularity  and  all  have  waiting  lists. 

No  new  general  practitioner/health  visitor  attachments  were  started 
during  the  year,  though  preliminary  arrangements  for  further  schemes 
early  in  1973  were  made. 


Table  15 

Health  Visiting  of  Young  Children 


Cases  visited  by  health  visitors 

First  Visit 

Revisits 

Children  born  in  1972 

1,400 

2,839 

Children  born  in  1968-1971 . . 

6,961 

7,103 

8,361 

9,942 

Health  Visiting  of  Other  Cases 

Cases 

Visits 

Persons  aged  65  or  over 

1,520 

3,414 

No.  visited  at  special  request  of  a 
general  practitioner  or  hospital  . . 

817 



No.  of  mentally  subnormal  persons 
visited 

98 

251 

No.  visited  aged  5 years  to  65  years 

1,712 

2,864 

No.  of  tuberculous  households  visited 

265 

333 

No.  of  households  visited  on  account 
of  infectious  diseases 

332 

397 

No.  of  antenatal  cases  visited 

556 

727 

Ineffective  visits  amounted  to 

— 

6,082 

Total  No.  of  visits  by  health  visitors 
during  the  year 

— 

32,371 

Babies  breast  fed  at  3 months  . . . . . . 7 % 
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SECTION  25.  HOME  NURSING 

The  number  of  patients  treated  and  the  number  visited  have  in- 
creased again  this  year.  There  is  now  a full  attachment  of  district  nurses 
to  general  practitioners  with  an  all-round  improvement  in  the  service. 

In  September,  an  arrangement  was  completed  with  Durham  County 
for  cross  boundary  visiting.  It  was  agreed  between  the  two  authorities 
that  Gateshead  nurses  would  cross  the  boundary  to  visit  Durham  County 
residents  attended  by  Gateshead  doctors  and  Durham  County  nurses 
would  cross  the  boundary  to  visit  Gateshead  residents  attended  by 
Durham  County  practitioners.  The  arrangement  is  working  very  well 
indeed  and  has  improved  liaison  between  the  two  authorities. 

Staff 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of : — 

2 Nursing  Officers 
18  S.R.N. 

6 S.E.N. 

4 Nursing  Auxiliaries 

Two  nurses  resigned  and  these  were  replaced. 

During  the  year  regular  staff  meetings  were  held.  All  the  nurses  from 
outside  clinics  attend  these  meetings  and  there  is  useful  interchange  of 
information. 


Training 

Three  nurses  successfully  completed  their  district  nurse  training  — 
Mrs.  Anne  Jordan,  Mr.  Tony  Bell  and  Mrs.  Janis  Dixon.  One  nurse 
trained  as  a practical  work  instructor  (Mrs.  M.  Condon);  this  involves 
supervising  nurses  in  the  practical  work  of  district  nursing  in  collaboration 
with  the  Newcastle  Polytechnic. 

The  following  is  a tabulation  of  the  work  done  by  the  nursing  staff 
in  1972: — 


Table  16 


Acute  Illness 

Chronic  Illness 

Total 

Cases 

nursed 

Visits 

Cases 

nursed 

Visits 

Cases 

nursed 

Visits 

No.  on  books  at  1st  January, 
1972  

30 

— 

561 

____ 

591 

No.  nursed  in: — 

January 

68 

609 

647 

5,733 

715 

6,342 

February 

88 

729 

647 

5,744 

735 

6,473 

March  . . 

68 

611 

648 

5,955 

716 

6,566 

April 

73 

575 

668 

5,623 

741 

6,198 

May 

91 

725 

660 

5,922 

751 

6,647 

June 

79 

866 

657 

5,305 

736 

6,171 

July 

66 

624 

651 

5,177 

717 

5,801 

August  . . 

68 

715 

670 

5,662 

738 

6,377 

September 

74 

727 

738 

5,403 

812 

6,130 

October  . . 

78 

708 

710 

6,020 

788 

6,728 

November 

98 

733 

723 

5,740 

821 

6,473 

December 

103 

767 

718 

5,802 

821 

6,569 

No.  on  Books  at  31st  December, 
1972  

55 



631 



686 

Total  cases  nursed  and  visits 
paid 

503 

8,389 

1,607 

68,086 

2,110 

76,475 
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The  following  gives  a further  analysis  of  the  work  done  by  the 
district  nurses: — 


Table  17 


No.  of  No.  of 
cases  visits 


Medical  . . 

1,552 

62,886 

Surgical  . . 

536 

12,213 

Maternal 
complications . . 

3 

8 

Tuberculosis 

19 

1,368 

2,110 

76,475 

Patients  over  65  years  . . . . 1,164 

Total  No.  of  Visits  paid  . . 53,670 


Laundry  Services 

We  continue  to  provide  a laundry  service  for  patients.  Incontinence 
still  remains  a problem  which  is  dealt  with  by  the  issue  of  drawsheets  and 
incontinence  pads.  Many  more  patients  would  be  admitted  to  hospital 
were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  these  aids  are  issued. 

Marie  Curie  Foundation 

We  have  continued  to  use  the  services  of  this  voluntary  organisation. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  association: — 

During  the  year  28  patients  required  the  services  of  the  Marie  Curie 
nurses.  Help  in  kind  was  given  to  57  patients.  In  1972,  an  expenditure 
of  £997-69  was  incurred  in  providing  nurses’  services  and  £298-50  in 
providing  help  in  kind. 

Nursing  Homes 

Craigielea  Nursing  Home  continues  under  the  guidance  of  Miss 
Twitchett,  the  Matron,  to  provide  accommodation  for  15  patients  suffering 
from  chronic  illness  and  for  the  emergency  reception  of  one  maternity 
case. 

SECTION  26.  VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

There  was  some  reduction  in  the  number  of  children  completing 
primary  vaccination  against  diphtheria,  tetanus,  pertussis  and  polio- 
myelitis, the  reduction  being  partly  due  to  the  decreased  number  of  births; 
more  children  received  booster  doses  than  in  the  previous  year.  The 
percentage  of  children  born  in  1970  and  vaccinated  by  31.12.72  against 
whooping  cough,  diphtheria  and  tetanus  was  68-43%. 

Rubella  (German  measles)  vaccination  was  offered  to  girls  aged 
13-14  years  and  acceptance  rates  were  high. 
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(a)  Smallpox  Vaccination 

Table  18 


Under 

1 year 

1-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

15 

plus 

Total 

Primary  Vaccinations: 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  Staff  . . 

16 

16 

(b)  By  General  Practitioners 

2 

6 

22 

91 

121 

Total 

2 

22 

22 

91 

137 

Re- vaccinations : 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  Staff 

(b)  By  General  Practitioners 

— 

1 

13 

159 

173 

Total 

— 

1 

13 

159 

173 

Totals 

2 

23 

35 

250 

310 

(b)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  number  of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria  was  1,088, 
and  a further  782  received  reinforcement  doses.  The  following  table 
gives  further  details: — 

Table  19 


Under 

4 years 

4 years 

& over 

Total 

Primary  immunisation: 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  Staff 

637 

60 

697 

(b)  By  General  Practitioners  . . 

357 

34 

391 

Total 

994 

94 

1,088 

Booster  doses: 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  Staff 

3 

532 

535 

(b)  By  General  Practitioner  . . 

8 

239 

247 

Total 

11 

111 

782 

Totals  . . 

1,005 

865 

1,870 

(c)  Pertussis  Immunisation 

Some  1,028  children  were  given  the  complete  course  of  pertussis 
prophylactic,  649  at  Local  Authority  clinics  and  379  by  general  practi- 
tioners. 

(d)  Tetanus  Immunisation 

Using  tetanus  toxoid  in  combination  as  triple  antigen  or  combined 
with  diphtheria  antigen  only,  the  process  of  immunisation  of  all  pre- 
school and  school  children  was  continued.  1,028  children  received  triple 
antigen  and  60  diphtheria-tetanus  toxoid.  In  addition,  589  children 
received  tetanus  toxoid  only.  Among  22,666  children,  under  15  in  the 
Borough  22,595  have  now  been  immunised  against  tetanus,  or  99-7%. 
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(e)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

Using  Oral  Sabin  vaccine,  1,082  children  under  15  were  immunised 
against  poliomyelitis  and  a further  1,312  received  booster  doses. 

Table  20 


Under 

4 years 

4-15 

years 

Total 

Primary  vaccination: 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  Staff 

. . 694 

65 

759 

(b)  By  General  Practitioners  . . 

. . 

. . 300 

23 

323 

Total 

. . 

. . 994 

88 

1,082 

Booster  Vaccination 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  Staff 

5 

1,074 

1,079 

(b)  By  General  Practitioners  . . 

. . 

11 

222 

233 

Total 

. . 

16 

1,296 

1,312 

Totals  . . 

. . 

..  1,010 

1,384 

2,394 

(f)  Measles  Vaccination 

Table  21 

Under 

4 years 

4-15 

years 

Total 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  Staff 

• • » ♦ • • 

. . 441 

24 

465 

(b)  By  General  Practitioners  . . 

• • 

196 

34 

230 

637 

58 

695 

(g)  Rubella  Immunisation 

427  females  aged  between  11  and  14  years  received  Rubella  immuni- 
sation, 398  by  Local  Authority  staff  and  29  by  general  practitioners. 

SECTION  27.  MUNICIPAL  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  ambulance  service  carried  out  14,811  journeys  in  the  transporta- 
tion of  a total  of  56,845  patients  and  other  persons,  covering  213,017 
miles  during  1972.  Compared  with  the  previous  year,  these  figures  reveal 
31  extra  journeys,  3,450  less  patients  and  other  persons  and  a reduction 
of  2,341  miles.  Analysis  shows  that  563  more  stretcher  cases  and  4,013 
less  sitting  cases  were  carried  in  1972.  Accident  and  emergency  calls 
increased  by  about  6 %. 

Further  endeavours  were  made  to  devise  a Pay  and  Productivity 
Scheme  for  ambulance  staff,  resulting  in  a proposed  scheme  being  jointly 
considered  during  a number  of  meetings.  No  final  decision  on  the  scheme 
was  reached  before  the  introduction  of  the  Government  freeze  on  pay  in 
early  November,  and  the  matter  had  to  be  shelved. 
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In  compliance  with  the  Ministry  of  Post  and  Telecommunications 
Regulations,  all  existing  radio-telephone  equipment  was  replaced  — and 
extended  — with  12J  kHz  channel  spacing  FM  sets  which  met  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security.  Another 
recommendation  of  the  Department  was  taken  up  in  the  provision  of  a 
national  Emergency  Reserve  Channel  Base  Transmitter  Receiver  fitted 
with  talk-through  facilities  in  the  Ambulance  Control. 

Further  items  for  the  improvement  of  the  service  generally  were 
brought  into  use  during  the  year  under  review  such  as  Forward-facing 
sets  of  blue  flashing  lights,  mechanical  suction  units  and  pre-set  Fixed 
Rate  oxygen  regulators  on  all  emergency  ambulances. 

Staff 

Mr.  Joseph  Gray  retired  as  Head  Driver  at  the  age  of  65  years,  after 
24  years’  service.  To  fill  the  vacancy,  Mr.  Robert  Errington,  Ambulance- 
man, was  promoted.  One  ambulanceman  left  the  service  of  his  own  accord 
for  other  employment. 

The  staff  establishment  as  at  the  31st  December,  1972,  was  as  follows: 
Chief  Ambulance  Officer,  Deputy  Chief  Ambulance  Officer,  four  senior 
ambulancemen,  28  ambulancemen  and  two  clerks. 

Vehicles 

Three  stretcher  case  ambulances  were  replaced  with  three  trolley-type 
ambulances. 

The  vehicle  establishment  as  at  the  31st  December,  1972,  was  as 
follows : — seven  trolley-type  ambulances,  seven  dual-purpose  ambulancesl 
two  sitting  case  cars,  one  ambulance  incident  equipment  and  contro, 
vehicle. 

Work  of  Service  in  1972 

The  following  summarises  the  work  of  the  ambulance  service  carried 
out  during  the  year: — 

Table  22 


Other 


Patients 

Persons 

Journeys 

Miles 

Transport  by  ambulance 

(accident  emergencies  included  in  above) 

24,847 

(2,225) 

126 

7,442 

95,356 

Transport  by  sitting  case  car 
(accident  emergencies  included  in  above) 

303 

(1) 

— 

177 

8,349 

Transport  by  dual  purpose  ambulance 
(accident  emergencies  included  in  above) 

27,648 

(264) 

3,921 

6,032 

100,440 

Service  journeys  . . 

— 

— 

1,083 

8,315 

Midwives  and  transport  of  analgesia 
apparatus  

— 

— 

77 

557 

52,798 

4,047 

14,811 

213,017 
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The  term  “service  journeys”  is  used  to  cover  individual  demands 
where  no  patients  are  carried,  but  only  items  of  equipment.  It  also  includes 
false  calls  or  journeys  undertaken  to  remove  patients  who  refuse  to  travel 
to  hospital. 

Table  23 

Transport  Chargeable  to  Other  Authorities 


Ambulances 

Car 

Dual  Purpose  ambulance 


Patients  Journeys  Miles 
1,413  1,007  8,742 

82  65  2,233 

1,996  1,425  13,643 


3,491 

2,497  24,618 

Table  24 

Patients  carried  and  Mileage  completed  since  1949 

Patients  and 

Year 

other  persons 

Miles 

1949 

27,576 

149,557 

1950 

30,117 

170,686 

1951 

29,280 

172,806 

1952 

32,147 

173,218 

1953 

43,702 

171,576 

1954 

44,130 

171,436 

1955 

51,368 

173,904 

1956 

60,498 

192,209 

1957 

60,571 

188,152 

1958 

54,835 

177,198 

1959 

55,831 

179,090 

1960 

59,817 

190,468 

1961 

62,644 

193,549 

1962 

68,563 

194,788 

1963 

67,656 

190,545 

1964 

73,839 

201,851 

1965 

76,647 

210,613 

1966 

72,501 

207,486 

1967 

55,931 

201,434 

1968 

56,890 

213,893 

1969 

56,379 

205,930 

1970 

58,226 

206,409 

1971 

60,295 

215,448 

1972 

56,845 

213,017 

SECTION  28.  PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER- 
CARE 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

Most  of  the  clinical  work  of  care  and  after-care  of  tuberculosis  is 
detailed  in  the  report  of  the  Chest  Physician  in  Part  III  of  this  report. 
This  section  deals  only  with  the  local  authority  aspect  of  the  work. 

X-ray  Examination 

Patients  requiring  x-ray  of  the  chest  are  referred  to  the  out-patient 
department  at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital,  where  the  mass  radiography 
unit  is  stationed. 
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Assistance  to  the  Tuberculosis 

In  1972  the  Chest  and  Heart  Fund  continued  to  be  administered  for 
the  benefit  of  the  tuberculous.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  amount  standing 
to  the  credit  of  this  fund  was  £1,528-82  of  which  £73  had  been  collected 
during  the  year  through  the  sale  of  Christmas  Seals.  The  fund  is  available 
to  help  people  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  other  diseases  of  the  chest 
who  are  found  to  need  this  help,  and  during  1972  an  amount  of  £145-40 
was  disbursed  in  this  way. 

In  the  matter  of  giving  financial  help  to  the  tuberculous  families  the 
officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Social  Security  co-operated  freely  with  the 
local  authority  officers  in  seeing  that  no  case  of  tuberculosis  was  neglected 
as  a result  of  financial  hardship. 

(b)  Chiropody  Service 

During  1972,  chiropody  was  carried  out  at  the  six  local  authority 
health  centres,  approximately  9 sessions  at  Greenesfield,  4 sessions  weekly 
.^.arr  and  Whitehall  Road  Health  Centres,  5 sessions  at  Low  Fell 
Clinic,  3 sessions  at  Wrekenton  Clinic  and  1 session  at  Teams  Clinic, 
making  a total  of  26  sessions  per  week. 

Altogether  521  patients  attended  for  the  first  time  during  the  year, 
made  up  of  128  males  and  393  females.  Subsequent  visits  of  these  and 
other  patients  numbered  8,364. 


Table  25 


Patients  attending 
for  the  first  time 

A t tendances 
( all  patients ) 

Total  patients 
under  treatment 
at  end  of  year 

M.  F.  Total 

M.  F.  Total 

Greenesfield 

• . 

..  31 

88 

119 

594 

2,295 

2,889 

1,774 

Bensham. . 

. , 

. . 21 

52 

73 

271 

845 

1,116 

598 

Teams 

* . 

. . — 

2 

2 

— 

7 

7 

57 

Wrekenton 

. . 

. . 14 

50 

64 

226 

883 

1,109 

570 

Low  Fell 

• * 

. . 42 

164 

206 

346 

1,474 

1,820 

580 

Carr  Hill 

. . 20 

37 

57 

334 

1,089 

1,423 

722 

128 

393 

521 

1,771 

6,593 

8,364 

4,301 

Patients 

removed 

from 

area 

or  deceased 

Greenesfield  Health  Centre  . . 5 

Carr  Hill  3 

Wrekenton  . . . . . . . . 3 

Bensham  . . . . . . . . 2 

Low  Fell  . . . . . . . . 2 


15 

(c)  Provision  of  Sick-Room  Requisites 

Table  26  lists  the  items  loaned  out  during  1972  to  patients  being 
cared  for  in  their  own  homes.  The  following  items  were  loaned  at  the 
request  of  the  hospital  or  family  doctor,  no  charge  being  made: — 
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Table  26 


Wheelchairs 

. . 38  occasions 

Commodes 

. . 98 

99 

Bed  pans 

. . 90 

99 

Urinal  bottles 

. . 61 

99 

Rubber  sheets 

..  34 

99 

Air  rings 

. . 50 

99 

Back  rests 

..  108 

99 

Bed  cradles 

. . 30 

99 

Tripod  sticks 

. . 17 

99 

Walking  frames 

. . 42 

99 

Fracture  boards  . . 

. . 9 

99 

Bedsteads 

. . 5 

99 

Mattresses 

..  4 

99 

Cot  sides 

. . 2 

99 

Crutches  (pairs) 

..  3 

99 

Sheepskin  rug 

1 

99 

Altogether  521  patients  took  advantage  of  this  service. 


(d)  Prevention  of  Cancer 

The  Women’s  Cancer  Detection  Society,  in  conjunction  with  the 
hospital  authorities,  holds  sessions  at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital. 
Gateshead  women  who  wish  to  have  cervical  smears  attend  this  clinic. 


(e)  Venereal  Diseases  (Contact  follow  up) 

In  connection  with  the  work  of  the  special  clinic  at  the  Newcastle 
General  Hospital,  the  health  visiting  service  is  used  to  trace  contacts 
and  follow-up  defaulters.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  year’s  work: 

Table  27 

Contacts  followed  up  . . . . 5 

Defaulters  . . . . . . . . 3 

Total  visits  paid  . . . . . . 18 


(f)  Family  Planning 

The  agency  agreement  with  the  Family  Planning  Association  con- 
tinued in  1972.  Gateshead  Branch  of  the  Association  provides  a family 
planning  service  as  agents  of  the  Council,  who  pay  the  consultation  fees 
for  all  Gateshead  residents  and  also  pay  for  the  supplies  of  those  whose 
health  would  be  expected  to  suffer  by  the  increased  medical,  physical  or 
social  burdens  placed  on  them  by  pregnancy. 

During  the  year  797  women  attended  the  clinics  at  Greenesfield 
and  Low  Fell;  consultation  was  free  for  all  of  them  and  105  obtained 
their  supplies  free  of  charge. 

The  domiciliary  service  introduced  late  in  1971  operated  throughout 
the  year  and  46  patients  were  visited  by  the  nurse  and  helped  with  approp- 
riate advice  and  treatment.  Most  were  persuaded  and  helped  to  attend 
the  clinics. 

Total  expenditure  on  family  planning  in  the  financial  year  ending 
31.3.73  was  £3,277.  This  compares  with  £385  in  the  year  1968/9. 
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(g)  Health  Education 

For  more  than  half  the  year  the  department  was  without  the  services 
of  a Health  Education  Officer.  The  service  was  kept  in  being  by  the 
excellent  work  of  Mrs.  Morrell,  Senior  Health  Visitor,  and  Mr.  Gilholme, 
Technical  Assistant,  who  both  took  on  their  extra  duties  willingly  and  with 
considerable  ability.  The  staffing  problem  meant,  however,  that  the 
service  marked  time  rather  than  developed. 

As  in  previous  years,  much  emphasis  was  placed  on  health  education 
in  schools  and  several  more  schools  included  courses  in  this  subject  in 
their  curriculum.  A number  of  health  visitors  are  particularly  interested 
in  health  education  work  and  have  done  a great  deal  to  help  provide 
excellent  programmes  to  an  increasing  number  of  junior  and  senior 
school  children. 


Home  Safety 

2,132  home  accident  reports  were  received  from  the  Queen  Elizabeth 
Hospital. 

1,456  were  residents  of  the  Borough 
676  were  not  residents  of  the  Borough 
1,279  required  ambulance  emergency  service 
524  were  children 

159  were  persons  aged  over  65  years 
1 accident  was  fatal 

Table  28 


0-5 

6-15 

16-65 

66  plus * 

Falls  . . 

139 

64 

251 

121 

Burns  and  scalds 

73 

28 

65 

5 

Swallowed  noxious  substances 

37 

3 

3 

1 

Drug  overdosage 

1 

10 

60 

1 

Carbon  monoxide  poisoning 

4 

3 

4 

1 

Foreign  bodies 

25 

14 

7 

1 

Other  injuries 

126 

131 

247 

31 

*1  fatal 


(h)  Fluoridation  of  Water  Supply 

The  scheme  for  the  fluoridation  of  the  town’s  water  continued  to 
operate  during  the  year.  The  Water  Company  and  the  four  local  health 
authorities  concerned  carried  out  regular  sampling  and  all  tests  proved 
the  water  to  be  satisfactory  for  public  supply. 


HEALTH  SERVICES  CLINICS  AND  FACILITIES 

The  following  is  a list  of  clinics  in  the  area  with  a summary  of  the 
services  provided : — 

*Greenesfield  House  and  Health  Centre, 

Mulgrave  Terrace  (a),  (b),  (c),  (d),  (e),  (f),  (g), 

(h),  (i),  (k),  (1)  and  (p). 

Gateshead  District  Nurses’  Home, 

Coatsworth  Road  (a),  (b),  (g),  (h)  and  (k). 
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*Low  Fell  Clinic, 

Beacon  Lough  Road 


Moore  Street  Methodist  Church  Hall, 
Moore  Street 

*Wrekenton  Health  Centre, 

Springwell  Road 


*Carr  Hill  Health  Centre, 
Carr  Hill  Road  . . 


(a),  (b),  (e),  (g),  (h),  (i),  (j), 
(k),  (1),  (m),  (n),  (o)  and  (p). 


(a),  (g)  and  (h). 


.(a),  (b),  (c),  (d),  (g),  (h),  (i), 
(k)  and  (1). 


(a),  (b),  (c),  (d),  (g),  (h),  (i), 
(k),  (1),  (m),  and  (n). 


*Lobley  Hill  District  Clinic, 

Lobley  Hill  (a),  (g),  (h),  (k)  and  (1). 


*Bensham  District  Clinic, 

Whitehall  Road  (a),  (b),  (g),  (h),  (i),  (k),  (1) 

and  (n). 

*Teams  District  Clinic, 

Northumberland  Street  (a),  (b),  (g),  (h),  (j),  (k),  (1) 

and  (m). 


* Denotes  permanent  Health  Services  Clinic  Buildings. 


Key: — (a) 

Child  Welfare 

(i) 

Chiropody 

(b) 

Antenatal 

(J) 

Mothercraft  and  relaxation 

(c) 

Minor  Ailments 

(k) 

Evening  Clubs  for  Mothers 

(d) 

Dental 

(1) 

Hearing  Session 

(e) 

Speech  Therapy 

(m)  Playgroup 

(0 

Ophthalmic 

(n) 

Luncheon  club  (provided  by 

(g) 

Vaccination  and 
Immunisation 

(o) 

Social  Services  Department) 

Senior  Citizens’  Club 

(h) 

Welfare  Foods 

(P) 

Family  Planning  Clinic 

Note:  Dates 

and  times  of  the  various 

sessions 

can  be  obtained  from  the  Health 

Visitor  at  the  nearest  Health  Services  Clinic. 
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PART  III 

PREVENTION  AND  TREATMENT  OF  DISEASE 
A.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  summary  presents  the  information  relating  to  the 
prevalence  of  infectious  diseases  as  known  to  the  Health  Department  in 
1972:— 

Table  29 


Diseases 

Cases 
notified 
or  other- 
wise known 

Removed 

to 

isolation 

hospital 

Corrected 
No.  of 
cases 

Deaths 

Deaths 

in 

isolation 

hospital 

Notifiable: 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

22 

1 

21 

Whopping  cough 

1 

— 

1 

— 



Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Measles 

588 

5 

588 





Meningococcal  infection 

3 

3 

3 





Poliomyelitis : 
paralytic 

non-paralytic  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Acute  encephalitis : 
infective  . . 

1 

1 

1 

post-infective 

— 

— 

— 





Dysentery 

23 

3 

23 

— 



Ophthalmia  neonatorum  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Scabies* 

315 

— 

310 





Food  poisoning 

9 

5 

8 

— 



Tuberculosis: 

respiratory 

34 

19 

34 

meninges  and  C.N.S.  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

other 

4 

— 

4 





Infective  hepatitis 

29 

1 

27 





Paratyphoid  fever  . . 

— 

— 

— 





Typhoid  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Lepto-spirosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Tetanus 

— 

— 







Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Non- Notifiable : 

Pemphigus  neonatorum 

Glandular  fever 

1 







Chickenpox  . . 

— 

— 

— 





Mumps 

1 

— 

— 





Rubella 

2 

— 







Gastro-enteritis 

4 







Dysentery  carriers  . . 

9 

— 

— 





Salmonella  carriers  . . 

— 





- 



Ringworm : 
scalp 

body 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Puerperal  pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Enteric  fever  . . 

— 









Bronchial  pneumonia 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*Notifiable  by  Local  Regulation 
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In  1972,  there  were  1,020  verified  cases  of  infectious  disease,  as  com- 
pared with  889  in  the  previous  year. 


Notifiable  Diseases 

Scarlet  Fever 

21  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  27  in  the  previous  year.  Of 
the  21  cases,  only  1 required  removal  to  the  isolation  hospital. 


Diphtheria 

There  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  Borough  since  1951, 
though  it  is  necessary  to  maintain  a state  of  protection  by  immunisation 
to  ensure  that  this  disease  does  not  recur. 


Whooping  Cough 

There  was  1 case  notified  (37  in  1971). 

Measles 

The  number  of  notifications  (588),  was  considerably  higher  than  in 
the  previous  year,  suggesting  that  without  vaccination  this  year  might 
have  seen  an  epidemic.  However,  there  are  still  too  many  unvaccinated 
children  for  us  to  assume  that  large  epidemics  of  measles  are  things 
of  the  past. 


Meningococcal  Infections 

In  3 of  the  cases  sent  to  hospital  this  diagnosis  was  verified  and 
after  treatment  they  made  a prompt  recovery. 


Poliomyelitis  and  Other  Virus  Infections  of  the  Nervous  System 

One  patient  was  admitted  to  hospital  as  a possible  case  of  infective 
encephalitis  (see  notification). 


Dysentery 

Altogether  23  verified  cases  of  dysentery  were  investigated  and 
associated  contacts  to  the  number  of  9 were  found  to  be  carriers.  The 
infection  in  these  cases  was  due  to  the  Sonne  variety  of  dysentery. 


Scabies 

310  cases  came  to  light  during  1972,  as  compared  with  497  cases  in 
the  previous  year.  Of  these  patients,  120  were  adults,  135  were  school 
children  and  55  younger  children.  209  persons  were  given  the  standard 
Benzyl  Benzoate  treatment  in  the  Greenesfield  Health  Centre,  where  there 
are  baths. 
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Table  30 

Number  of  cases  of  Scabies  coming  to  the  attention  of  the 
Health  Department  (By  notification  from  1.3.44) 


Year 

Cases 

Year 

Cases 

Year 

Cases 

1938 

279 

1950 

30 

1961 

45 

1939 

388 

1951 

25 

1962 

73 

1940 

701 

1952 

12 

1963 

205 

1941 

921 

1953 

15 

1964 

180 

1942 

1,434 

1954 

16 

1965 

291 

1943 

1,447 

1955 

22 

1966 

331 

1944 

1,233 

1956 

46 

1967 

288 

1945 

896 

1957 

28 

1968 

314 

1946 

605 

1958 

52 

1969 

502 

1947 

276 

1959 

59 

1970 

591 

1948 

109 

1960 

87 

1971 

497 

1949 

38 

1972 

310 

Infective  Hepatitis 

During  the  year  27  cases  came  to  light,  particulars  of  which  are 
given  in  the  following  table,  compared  with  21  cases  in  1971. 

Table  31 

Age  in  Years 

1-4  5-9  10-14  15-19  20-34  35-44  45-64  65  and  Total 

over 

Totals  2 13  4 3 3 2 — — 27 


B.  FOOD  POISONING,  TYPHOID  AND  PARATYPHOID 

There  were  8 cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  in  1972,  compared 
with  6 cases  in  1971.  A salmonella  organism  was  isolated  in  each  case. 
The  organisms  were  as  follows:—  S.  Typhimurium  in  5 cases,  S.  Branden- 
burg, S.  Agona  and  S.  Isangi  in  one  case  each.  The  source  of  infection 
could  not  be  tracked  down  in  any  of  the  cases. 

No  cases  of  typhoid  or  para-typhoid  fever  occurred  during  1972. 

Non-Notifiable  Disease 

The  incidence  of  glandular  fever,  mumps  and  ringworm  was,  as 
usual,  sporadic.  There  were  2 cases  of  rubella  and  4 cases  of  gastro- 
enteritis of  a non-specific  nature  came  to  light. 

C.  TUBERCULOSIS 

Report  of  Dr.  E.  L.  Feinmann 

Consultant  Chest  Physician 

Chest  Clinic,  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital 

The  number  of  cases  seen  in  Gateshead  continues  to  diminish  and 
although  our  figures  are  still  over  twice  the  national  average,  they  consist, 
to  a large  extent,  either  of  very  old  people  with  infectious  disease,  or  of 
young  contacts  with  trivial  disease. 
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We  have  started  in  Gateshead  on  a task  which  we  hope  will  help 
to  a certain  extent,  in  the  more  rapid  control  of  the  tuberculosis  situation. 
We  have  sorted  through  all  the  old  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  we  keep 
under  observation  and  those  who  have  not  had  satisfactory  treatment  in 
the  past  are  being  re-treated  with  some  of  the  effective,  non-toxic  drugs. 
In  all,  there  are  well  over  100  such  cases  on  our  books  and  to  treat  them 
all  with  the  best  regimes  would  be  very  expensive.  So  far,  we  have  sorted 
out  the  most  suitable  cases  and  are  treating  them  with  Ethambutol  and 
Osoniazid.  We  are  considering  treating  some  of  the  others  with  a much 
more  simple  regime.  This  year,  we  decided  to  do  a very  detailed  Mantoux 
survey  of  out  school  population  in  co-operation  with  the  health  department 
staff  and  the  result  of  this  is  as  follows. 

“Tuberculosis  control  was  discussed  by  Springett  (1971).  He  suggested 
the  need  for  one  good  tuberculin  survey  in  this  county  in  order  to  determine 
a rational  policy  for  the  future  use  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  on  a community 
basis.  Such  a survey  has  already  been  started  under  Dr.  Ian  Sutherland’s 
direction  by  the  Medical  Research  Council.  In  his  article,  Dr.  Springett 
speculated  that  1\%  of  our  12  year  old  children  might  be  Mantoux 
positive. 

In  recent  years,  our  routine  surveys  in  Gateshead  have  shown  a 
lower  figure  and  in  1970  the  proportion  shown  as  positive  by  the  Heaf 
Test  was  of  the  order  of  1 %.  This  in  a borough  which  for  many  years 
showed  the  highest  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  England. 

We  therefore  decided  to  conduct  a careful  Mantoux  survey  in  1972. 
The  technique  used  was  that  standardised  by  the  M.R.C.,  using  their 
preparations  of  human  and  Battey  tuberculin,  one  in  each  arm.  The 
results  recorded  were  analysed  for  us  by  the  M.R.C.  Statistical  Research 
and  Services  Unit.  Their  criteria  were  used  to  determine  whether  the 
results  indicated  a previous  infection  with  human  tubercle,  with  a typical 
mycobacteria,  with  both  or  neither.  Two  age  groups  were  tested,  at  6 
and  12  years.  A selection  was  made,  as  far  as  possible,  of  schools  represent- 
ing a cross  section  of  social  groups  living  in  Gateshead.  Acceptance  rates 
were  uniform  in  the  various  schools. 

The  total  population  concerned  at  age  6 was  1,563.  We  offered 
special  testing  to  564,  36%  of  the  total  age  group.  481  accepted,  but 
because  of  illness  or  other  absence  only  414  were  tested,  26-5  % of  the  total 
age  group.  Of  these,  4 were  positive  to  human  tuberculin.  All  4 had 
previously  been  given  B.C.G.  2 were  positive  to  Battey  tuberculin  (0-5% 
of  the  children  tested)  and  neither  of  these  had  had  B.C.G. 

There  were  1,378  12  year  olds  and  we  selected  and  offered  the  tests 
to  729.  Of  these,  631  accepted,  but  because  of  illness  or  other  absence, 
only  571  were  tested,  41  -4  % of  the  total  age  group.  8 (1  -4  % of  the  children 
tested)  were  positive  to  human  tuberculin.  One  of  these  had  previously 
been  treated  for  tuberculosis.  9 were  positive  to  Battey  tuberculin  (1*6% 
of  those  tested),  and  one  of  these  had  had  B.C.G. 

This  low  tuberculosis  infection  rate  among  children  is  occurring 
in  a town  which  still  has  a notification  rate  over  twice  the  national  average, 
even  though  immigration  into  the  borough  is  very  low.  Clearly,  we  cannot 
be  sure,  even  though  we  took  a large  sample,  whether  our  figures  are 
representative  of  the  whole  population,  as  we  only  tested  1,000  of  the 
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1,300  offered  testing.  We  cannot  help  feeling  that  when  the  national 
survey  figures  do  become  available,  the  end  of  mass  B.C.G.  may  be  in 
sight.  We  have  already  decided  that  skin  testing  5 year  olds  as  a routine 
is  no  longer  justified.  It  is  also  of  considerable  interest  to  us  that  positive 
reactions  to  Battey  tuberculin  are  more  common  than  those  to  human 
tuberculin  in  a town  as  closely  built  up  as  Gateshead. 

We  are  grateful  for  the  advice  and  help  of  the  M.R.C.  tuberculin 
survey  team.  The  survey  could  not  have  been  carried  out  without  the 
co-operation  and  help  of  the  Gateshead  school  children,  their  teachers 
and  the  staff  of  the  Gateshead  Health  Department”. 

Although  we  are  pleased  with  the  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases 
in  the  area  and  the  Mantoux  negative  state  of  the  population,  it  is  im- 
portant to  realise  that  in  certain  special  situations,  this  does  create  a 
special  risk.  In  July,  1972,  a teacher,  who  does  not  live  in  Gateshead  but 
who  works  here,  fell  ill  with  tuberculosis.  She  was  infectious.  We  have 
still  not  come  to  the  end  of  the  investigation  of  the  small  epidemic  which 
occurred  as  a result  in  the  school  in  which  she  taught.  It  seems  probable 
that  about  10  children  were  infected,  although  fortunately  none  of  them 
became  seriously  ill  and  treatment  for  them  all  has  been  arranged. 

This  year  also  saw  the  end  of  any  formal  separation  between  the 
chest  clinic  as  such  in  the  Gateshead  Hospitals  and  the  main  hospital 
Outpatient  Department  at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital.  The  two  are 
now  completely  integrated.  A survey  of  this  change  has  been  compiled 
and  is  to  be  published  in  the  next  issue  of  ‘Tubercle’. 


Sources  of  New  Cases:  Gateshead  1972 

Table  32 

Referred  by  General  Practitioner  (1)  To  static  M.M.R. 

10 

(2)  Direct  to  clinic 

10 

Referred  from  General  Hospital  . . 

9 

Contacts 

5 

Regional  Mass  X-ray 

— 

Children’s  Clinic 

— 

School  examination  . . 

— 

Pre-employment  examination 

— 

Ante-natal 

— 

Chest  clinic  observation  cases 

3 

Posthumous  . . 

37 

Relapse 

37 

1 

To  tat 

38 

Deaths 

Deaths  notified  as  being  due  to  Tubercle 

Nil 

Contacts 

B.C.G. 

406 

Contacts  x-rayed 

319 

Number  of  contacts  not  examined 

59 

35 


Number  on  Register  at  End  of  Year 

P.T. 

O.T.D. 

Total 

275 

44 

319 

Notified  Cases  1972 

M. 

F.  Ch. 

Total 

TB.  RA 

. . 7 

5 3 

15 

RB  

. . 14 

3 — 

17 

21 

8 3 

32 

Non.  Resp. 

1 

3 2 

6 

22 

11 

5 

38 

Patients  on  Treatment  for  Tuberculosis  but  Not  Notified 

Gateshead:  17,  Others:  16,  Total:  33 


D.  VENEREOLOGY 

Dr.  A.  S.  Wigfield,  Physician  in  Charge  of  the  Venereology  Depart- 
ment at  the  Newcastle  General  Hospital,  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the 
following  information  relating  to  the  work  of  that  department  in  relation 
to  Gateshead  residents  during  1972: — 

“The  figures  tabulated  below  relate  to  patients  residing  in  Gateshead, 
who  attended  the  Department  of  Venereology  at  Newcastle  General 
Hospital  during  the  year  1972.  The  figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1971. 


Grand 

Total  Male  Female 


New  registrations  total 

316(339) 

232(231) 

84(108) 

Gonorrhoea  . . 

57  (70) 

37  (39) 

20  (31) 

Non-gonococcal  urethritis  . . 

62  (64) 

62  (64) 

- (-) 

Syphilis  (Late,  non-infectious) 

4 (2) 

2 (2) 

2 (-) 

Syphilis  (Early,  infectious)  . . 

3 (-) 

2 (-) 

1 (-) 

Non-venereal — conditions 
requiring  treatment 

87  (72) 

61  (37) 

26  (35) 

Non-venereal — conditions 
requiring  no  treatment 

103(131) 

68  (89) 

35  (42) 

In  1972  new  registrations  fell  by  23.  The  gonorrhoea  figures  alone 
showed  a drop  of  13,  there  being  2 fewer  male  cases  and  11  fewer  female 
cases.  There  is  no  cause  for  complacency  however,  23  primary  source 
contacts  of  male  cases  were  reputed  to  reside  in  Gateshead.  Of  these,  8 
were  unknown  and  4 could  not  be  traced.  Had  these  persons  attended, 
the  female  total  might  have  been  very  much  as  last  year.  Of  the  remaining 
1 1 who  were  traced  9 had  gonorrhoea  and  2 did  not. 

There  were  2 patients  fewer  with  non-gonococcal  urethritis  and  28 
fewer  who  had  non-venereal  conditions  requiring  no  treatment. 

Teenagers  continued  to  contribute  30%  of  the  female  gonorrhoea.” 
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PART  IV 

MISCELLANEOUS 

A.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  (Section  47) 

During  1972,  3 cases  were  referred  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  possible  action  under  the  above  Act.  Two  were  admitted  to  Bensham 
Hospital.  One  was  rehoused. 

B.  PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933 

During  the  year  1973,  15  persons  were  registered  for  the  sale  of 
poisons  listed  in  Part  II  of  the  Poisons  List,  and  these  were  supervised  on 
behalf  of  the  Council  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society’s  Inspector. 

C.  SUPERANNUATION  ACTS 

During  the  year  23  people  (16  males  and  7 females),  were  medically 
examined,  and  210  people  (118  males  and  92  females),  submitted  health 
questionnaires  in  connection  with  new  appointments  with  Gateshead 
Local  Authority.  Five  persons  were  examined  by  this  authority  on  behalf 
of  another  authority.  One  person  was  examined  by  another  authority 
on  behalf  of  this  authority. 

Under  the  manual  workers  scheme,  82  people  (73  males  and  9 
females),  were  medically  examined  and  364  people  (301  males  and  63 
females),  submitted  health  questionnaires  before  inclusion  in  the  scheme. 

Five  people  were  examined  after  application  by  them  to  be  retired 
on  the  grounds  of  ill  health  and  four  people  were  examined  to  ascertain 
their  fitness  to  continue  at  work  after  periods  of  sickness. 


D.  MOTOR  VEHICLE  (Driving  Licences)  REGULATIONS,  1970 

Up  to  31st  December,  1972,  nine  cases  were  dealt  with  under  the 
above  Regulations  as  follows: — 


5 licences  were  granted 
1 application  was  not  granted 
3 were  pending 
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PART  V 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  1972 


Introduction 

The  re-organisation  of  local  government  seemed  to  dominate  the 
scene  during  the  year  and  plans  for  operating  the  enlarged  area  were 
given  much  consideration. 

Pressure  was  brought  to  bear  for  speeding  up  the  slum  clearance, 
clean  air  and  general  improvements  areas  programme.  Although  it  was 
pointed  out  to  the  Clean  Air  Panel  that  there  was  not  the  labour  force 
available  to  speed  the  programme  up  to  any  great  extent,  this  was  not 
accepted  as  a fact.  However,  time  has  proved  that  it  is  not  possible  to 
extend  all  programmes  at  once  and  evidence  of  both  shortage  of  labour 
and  materials  was  experienced  during  the  year. 

So  far  as  slum  clearance  is  concerned  this  is  now  well  within  sight  of 
completion,  but  the  programme  has  been  somewhat  delayed  due  to  a slow 
down  in  rehousing  as  a result  of  the  modernisation  programme.  The  great 
increase  in  the  number  of  conversions  being  carried  out  both  in  the  private 
and  public  section  has  over  stretched  the  labour  force  and  owners  now 
having  to  wait  at  least  12  months  to  get  improvements  carried  out.  Most 
improvement  schemes  include  home  heating  and  many  houses  are  made 
to  comply  with  the  Clean  Air  Act  by  the  installation  of  smokeless  appli- 
ances, this  is  assisting  the  clean  air  programme. 

For  the  first  time  since  1966  the  number  of  inspectors  employed 
reached  full  establishment.  Unfortunately  this  satisfactory  position  only 
lasted  a few  months,  as  one  of  the  older  members  had  to  retire  prematurely 
owing  to  ill  health.  However  it  is  hoped  that  by  the  continued  employment 
and  training  of  students  a full  establishment  might  be  maintained  in  the 
future. 

All  duties  pertaining  to  the  department  were  carried  out  in  an 
enthusiastic  manner  by  the  staff,  in  spite  of  the  many  frustrations  en- 
countered. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  and  members  of 
the  Health  Committee  for  their  unfailing  support  in  the  execution  of 
duties  and  to  Dr.  Henley  for  his  co-operation  and  guidance  in  those 
matters  affecting  the  two  departments. 

Housing 

Clearance  during  1972  dealt  with  the  end  of  the  main  clearance 
programme,  so  as  to  clear  the  way  for  a start  on  the  final  extension  which 
it  is  envisaged  will  complete  the  clearance  of  slum  areas  from  the  Borough 
by  1980. 

Operations  covered  a number  of  areas,  each  of  which  contained 
comparatively  few  dwellings.  Collectively  these  areas  made  a substantial 
contribution  to  the  progress  in  slum  clearance. 
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Areas  represented  during  1972  were: — 

Claremont  Clearance  Areas 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5 containing  a total  of  170  dwellings. 


Renwick  Terrace 

6 Dwellings  making  an  overall  total  of  176. 


Areas  confirmed  during  1972  were: — 

Teams  No.  7 
Eighton  Terrace 
Woods  Terrace 
Durham  Place 
Milvain  Street 
Princess  Street 


215  dwellings 
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4 

12 

34 

14 


55 


55 


Total  . . . . 316  dwellings 


2.  HOUSING 

The  following  short  summary  shows  what  has  been  accomplished 
since  clearance  recommended  in  1956,  to  31st  December,  1972. 


No.  of  areas  for  which  orders  have  been  confirmed  . . 110 

No.  of  dwellings  in  these  areas  . . . . . . . . 7,044 

No.  of  families  in  these  dwellings  . . . . . . . . 7,058 

No.  of  families  rehoused  from  these  dwellings  . . . . 7,000 

No.  of  dwellings  demolished  . . . . . . . . 6,750 


Demolition  and  Closing  Orders  from  1945  to  31st  December,  1972 

Dwellings  subject  to  orders  outstanding  prior  to  1945  20 

No.  of  dwellings  subject  to  Orders  made  since  1945  1,200 


—1,220 

No.  of  dwellings  demolished  since  1945  . . . . . . 973 

No.  of  families  occupying  dwellings  subject  to  orders  . . 1,288 
No.  of  families  rehoused  under  such  Orders  . . . . 1,280 

No.  of  families  awaiting  rehousing  . . . . . . 8 


Rent  Act,  1957 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  Act  420  applications  have  been  received 
and  98  certificates  issued  of  which  4 are  still  effective. 


Housing  Act,  1969,  Section  44  (1) 

The  number  of  properties  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Act  and  therefore  suitable  for  immediate  issue  of  certificates  was  com- 
paratively few.  Most  required  repairs  before  they  could  be  considered  in 
‘good  repair’  and,  in  a limited  number  of  cases,  the  dwellings  were  not 
provided  with  the  standard  amenities. 

The  following  table  shows  the  action  taken  in  respect  of  all  appli- 
cations made. 

No.  of  applications  for  qualification  certificates  . . 805 

No.  of  Qualification  Certificates  issued  . . . . . . 474 

No.  of  applications  referred  to  Borough  Planners  Dept.  27 

No.  of  applications  cancelled  owing  to  change  of  tenancy  12 

No.  of  applications  for  qualification  certificates  under 
consideration  at  end  of  period  . . . . . . . . 292 
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Housing  Acts,  1961-64 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

During  1972,  118  visits  were  made  to  houses  in  multiple  occupation, 
covering  all  property  known  to  be  occupied  in  this  way. 

Two  general  types  of  lettings  have  now  emerged;  at  the  top  of  the 
scale  the  accommodation  is  of  a high  standard  and  caretaking  is  under- 
taken by  the  owner,  consequently,  a good  tenant  is  attracted  to  the 
property;  at  the  other  end  of  the  scale  the  properties  receive  no  attention 
and  are  occupied  by  problem  families  who  do  little  to  improve  matters 
and  generally  abuse  the  amenities  provided. 

There  are  now  33  houses  known  to  be  in  multiple  occupation. 

Public  Health  Acts,  1936-61 

Transport  Drivers’  Accommodation/Boarding  Houses 

During  1972  all  properties  known  to  be  used  as  transport  drivers’ 
accommodation  or  boarding  houses  were  inspected  in  order  to  ensure 
that  there  was  no  overcrowding  and  provision  of  adequate  facilities  and 
general  cleanliness  were  maintained. 

Where  necessary,  the  owners  were  informed  of  the  requirements  and 
all  complied  without  resort  to  statutory  action. 


3.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  1936-61 
(a)  Water  Supply 

An  adequate  supply  of  pure  wholesome  water  was  maintained 
throughout  the  year  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company 
from  the  sources  of  supply  in  Northumberland  and  from  the  River 
Tyne. 

After  receiving  filtration  and  chlorination  treatment,  the  water  is 
distributed  to  part  of  the  town  directly  from  the  main  and  also  pumped 
to  two  covered  service  reservoirs  at  Beacon  Lough  and  Carr  Hill  to 
supply  the  higher  areas  of  the  town. 

The  water  Company’s  statements  as  to  the  quantity  of  water  in  store 
each  month  show: — 

A maximum  of  4,968  million  gallons  in  February 
A minimum  of  2,013  million  gallons  in  October 

The  monthly  average  of  3,737  million  gallons  in  store  being  less 
than  1971. 

16  routine  control  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical and  chemical  examination  including  fluoridation  tests.  All  samples 
were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

The  following  is  a report  of  the  Public  Analyst  on  a sample  submitted 
for  chemical  analysis  for  September  1972. 
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Chemical  Results 
pH  value 

..7-4 

Total  Solids  dried  at  180°C 

Parts  per  Million 
. . 205 

Chlorine  as  chlorides 

..  16 

Free  ammonia  (as  nitrogen) 

. . trace 

Albuminoid  ammonia  (as  nitrogen) 

. . 0-07 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

..  015 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours  at  27°C) 

. . 0-65 

Total  hardness 

. . 145 

Non-carbonate  hardness 

. . 70 

Carbonate  hardness 

. . 75 

Lead  less  than 

..  002 

Copper  less  than 

. . 0 04 

Iron 

. . 0-05 

Appearance  and  colour  5°  Hazen 

. . clear 

Smell  and  taste 

. . Satisfactory 

Residual  free  chlorine 

. . None 

Fluoride 

..  115 

Report 

This  water  is  satisfactory  for  Public  Supply. 

It  is  organically  pure  and  free  from  turbidity,  odour  or  taste. 


(b)  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

As  far  as  the  overall  pattern  of  the  sewerage  system  and  the  method 
of  disposal,  there  has  been  no  change  since  the  previous  year,  therefore 
the  town’s  sewer  system  can  be  regarded  as  reasonably  adequate  even 
though  the  method  of  disposal  for  95  % of  its  discharge  is  direct  to  tidal 
waters  without  treatment. 

(c)  Swimming  Baths 

The  following  report,  with  respect  to  facilities  available  as  public 
swimming  baths  and  warm  baths,  is  kindly  provided  by  Mr.  R.  A. 
Cameron,  Baths  Manager. 

The  Gateshead  Baths  Department  is  comprised  of  two  establishments, 
Mulgrave  Terrace  Baths  opened  in  1890  and  Shipcote  Baths  opened  in 
1942.  Each  of  these  has  a swimming  pool  of  the  following  dimensions: — 

Size  Depth  Area  Capacity 

Mulgrave  Terrace  . . 81' 0"  x 30'  0"  3 ' 3 "—5 ' 6"  270  sq.  yards  60,000  galls. 

Shipcote  . . . . 100'  0"  x 40'  0"  3'  6"— 8'  6"  440  sq.  yards  140,000  galls. 

At  Mulgrave  Terrace  there  is  also  a suite  of  20  warm  baths. 

The  water  in  the  swimming  pool  is  purified  by  re-circulation  through 
sand/gravel  pressure  filters.  The  Break  point  Chlorination  Process  is 
employed  to  sterilise  the  water  in  which  a free  chlorine  residual  of  between 
TO  and  2-0  parts  per  million  is  maintained.  The  free  chlorine  forms  at 
least  75  per  cent  of  the  total  chlorine. 

Both  swimming  pools  are  heated  by  steam  fed  calorifiers  and  pool 
temperatures  maintained  at  78°F  and  75°F  in  winter  and  summer  res- 
pectively. 
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Admissions  to  the  two  establishments  were  as  follows: — 

Public  Hot 

Swimming  Clubs  Schools  Baths 

Mulgrave  Terrace  . . . . . . 31,724  6,236  43,754  14,296 

Shipcote*  . . . . . . . . • • 51,686  6,906  21,385 

Shipcote  Baths  were  closed  for  115  days  due  to  modernisation 
programme. 

12  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  both  swimming  baths  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination;  3 samples  of  water  were  also 
taken  from  Cedars  Special  School  hydrotherapy  pool,  which  was  opened 
in  1971.  All  samples  i.e.9  15  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

(d)  (1)  General  Hygiene 

2,732  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 


Houses 


— 

- Business 

L.A. 

Total 

Private 

L.A. 

Premises 

Premises 

Defects 

545 

156 

13 

10 

724 

Rubbish/Refuse 

43 

24 

6 

1 

74 

Nuisance  from:  Smoke 

1 

— 

10 

4 

15 

Grit/Dust  . . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Noise 

5 

2 

8 

1 

16 

Birds/Animals 

14 

5 

2 

3 

24 

Insects, 

Beetles,  etc. 

2 

6 

— 

1 

9 

Rats 

4 

1 

2 

— 

7 

Empty  Prem., 

Vandals . . 

22 

3 

1 

0 

26 

Fumes-gas, 

cars,  etc. 

1 

1 

2 

— 

4 

Caravans 

2 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Jm* 

Odours 

8 

— 

5 

— 

13 

Dirty  Conditions 

16 

7 

2 

3 

28 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  . . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

4 

Lack  of  dustbins 

7 

— 

2 

— 

9 

Food  complaints 

— 

— 

76 

— 

76 

Food  unsound  examination 

— 

— 

203 

— 

203 

Food  imported  container 

exam. 

— 

— 

82 

— 

82 

Food  water  . . 

9 

4 

1 

1 

15 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

— 

— 

13 

— 

13 

Licences — ice  cream,  milk, 

cooked  meats,  etc. 

— 

— 

21 

— 

21 

Pet  animals  . . 

— 

— 

6 

— 

6 

Public  entertainments 

— 

— 

35 

— 

35 

681 

209 

494 

24 

1,408 

Rodent  Control 

527 

242 

223 

83 

1,075 

Disinfestation 

110 

122 

2 

15 

249 

1,318 

573 

719 

122 

2,732 
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(2)  Statement  of  Notices  Issued  and  Complied  With 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  notices  served  upon  owners, 
agents  and  tenants  requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  repairs  to 
dwellings,  drains,  sanitary  conveniences  and  provision  of  dustbins. 

Total  from  Total  to  Total  to 
1945-1971  1972  31.12.72 


Informal  Notices 

Housing , Public  Health  and  Gateshead 
Corporation  Acts 


No.  of  notices  issued 

28,725 

361 

29,086 

No.  of  notices  complied  with 

25,386 

264 

25,650 

No.  of  notices  superseded  by  statutory  action 

2,324 

27 

2,351 

No.  of  notices  cancelled 

860 

21 

881 

No.  of  notices  outstanding 

155 

— 

204 

Statutory  Notices 

(1)  Housing  Acts,  1936-69,  Section  9 & 9 (1  a) 

No.  of  Notices  issued 

2,061 

2 

2,063 

No.  of  notices  complied  with  by  owners 

931 

1 

932 

No.  of  notices  carried  out  in  default. . 

1,113 

— 

1,113 

No.  of  notices  cancelled 

12 

1 

13 

No.  of  notices  outstanding 

5 

— 

5 

(2)  Housing  Acts,  1961-1964,  Section  15 

No.  of  notices  served 

59 

— 



No.  of  notices  complied  with  by  owners 

41 

— 

— 

No.  of  notices  carried  out  in  default 

14 

— 

— 

No.  of  notices  cancelled 

4 

— 



No.  of  notices  outstanding 

— 

— 

— 

(3)  Public  Health  Acts,  1936-61,  Sections  17, 

18,  26,  39,  44,  45,  83,  89,  93  and  138 

No.  of  notices 

1,020 

101 

1,121 

No.  of  notices  complied  with  by  owner 

795 

69 

864 

No.  of  notices  carried  out  in  default. . 

159 

28 

187 

No.  of  notices  cancelled 

49 

9 

58 

No.  of  notices  outstanding 

17 

— 

12 

(4)  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  75 

No.  of  notices  served 

59 

1 

60 

No.  of  notices  complied  with  by  owner 

1,067 

1 

1,068 

No.  of  notices  carried  out  in  default. . 

592 

— 

592 

No.  of  notices  outstanding 

— 

— 

— 

43 


(3)  Summary  of  Inspectors’  Visits  and  Inspections 


Public  Health  Acts 

Infectious  Diseases 

149 

Nuisances  . . 

333 

Water  Supply 

246 

Drainage  . . 

752 

Offensive  trades 

5 

Caravans  . . 

117 

Refuse  Disposal  . . 

192 

Infested  Premises  . . 

95 

Public  Conveniences 

— 

Schools 

7 

Hairdressers 

6 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  . . 

34 

Miscellaneous 

167 

2,103 

Housing  Acts 

Closing  and  Demolition  Orders  . . 

150 

Slum  Clearance 

1,527 

Improvements 

145 

Houses  in  multi-occupation 

118 

Qualification  and  Rent  Certificates 

1,053 

Defects  and  repairs 

2,980 

Miscellaneous 

280 

6,253 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Meat  and  Food  inspection 

1,132 

Shops  inspection  . . 

480 

Stalls  and  Vehicles 

30 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

252 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

265 

Food  Factories 

74 

Public  Houses 

34 

Food  Sampling 

77 

Slaughterhouse 

245 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Market 

281 

Wholesale  Food  Premises 

380 

Miscellaneous 

74 

Imported  Food 

7 

Food  Poisoning 

Factories  Act 

12 

3,343 

Factories 

181 

Outworkers 

Miscellaneous  Acts 

77 

258 

Clean  Air  Act 

3,601 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 

47 

Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act 

410 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act  . . 

164 

Rag  Flock  & Other  Filling  Materials  . . 
Pet  Animals  Act  & Animal  Boarding 

3 

Establishments  . . 

8 

Noise  Abatement  Act 

59 

Burial  Act 

— 

4,292 

Total  Inspections 

16,249 

Total  Visits 

15,613 
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(4)  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

149  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  reports  as  to  the 
conditions  found  were  made. 

(5)  Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

34  visits  were  made  to  places  of  public  entertainment  to  examine 
the  premises  prior  to  the  issue  of  certificates  as  to  the  sanitary  condition 
for  the  annual  licensing. 

(6)  Disinfestation 

Details  of  the  types  of  premises  where  disinfestation  work  has  been 


carried  out  are  shown  below: — 

Spray 

Powder 

L.A.  Buildings 

15 



L.A.  Houses 

117 

5 

Private  Dwellings  . . 

79 

31 

Hospitals  . . 

. . 

— 

Business  Premises  . . 

2 

— 

213 

36 

4.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

All  milk  now  sold  in  the  town  comes  from  dairies  and  dairy  farms 
outside  the  Borough.  As  in  past  years,  sampling  has  been  directed  mainly 
to  the  untreated  milk,  the  treatment  being  well  supervised  at  the  pro- 
cessing plants  and  the  various  authorities  in  the  areas  supplied. 

Milk  Retailers 


Producer  retailers  from  outside  the  Borough  . . . . 1 

Retailers  distributing  from  outside  the  Borough  . . . . 6 

Retailers  distributing  from  premises  within  the  Borough  . . 22 

Shops  retailing  milk  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  231 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960-1963 

The  following  licences,  issued  under  the  above  Regulations,  were 
in  force  during  the  year  and  remain  valid  until  31st  December,  1975. 


Dealer’s  licences  to  retail  sterilised  milk  . . . . . . 257 

Dealer’s  licences  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  . . . . . . 231 

Dealers’  licences  to  retail  untreated  milk  . . . . . . 26 

Dealers’  licences  to  retail  ultra-heat  treated  milk  . . . . 72 


Purity  and  Quality  of  Milk 

The  following  summary  shows  the  total  number  of  samples  taken 
and  submitted  for  the  prescribed  tests  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
regulations,  1963. 


1 . Methylene  Blue  Test  . . . . . . . . . . 43 

2.  Phosphatase  test  . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 

3.  Turbidity  test  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  — 

4.  Brucella  abortus  ring  test  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

5.  Colony  Count  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
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Results  of  Tests 


Class  of  Milk 

Appropriate  Test 

No. 

Examin- 

ed 

No. 

Satis- 

factory 

No. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Pasteurised 

. . Methylene  Blue 

36 

36 



Phosphatase 

36 

36 

— 

Untreated 

. . Methylene  Blue 

Br.  abortus  ring 

7 

7 

1 

test 

7 

7 

— 

Ultra-heat  treated . . 

. . Colony  count 

7 

7 

— 

93 

93 

1 

Unsatisfactory  sample  referred  to  authority  at  place  of  production. 


Inspection  of  Unsound  Foodstuffs 

During  the  year  282  certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  115  tons 
8 cwts.  80|  lbs.  of  unsound  food,  consisting  of : — 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Lbs. 

Meat,  Game  and  Poultry  . . 

— 

8 

92 

Ham  and  Bacon 

— 

4 

70f 

Frozen  Foods 

— 

19 

85 

Tinned  Goods 

4 

6 

96 

Provisions 

— 

1 

65 

Fresh  Fruit  and  Vegetables 

106 

19 

104i 

Tinned  Meats 

2 

6 

67f 

Preserves 

— 

— 

59| 

115 

8 

80i 

Total  weight  dealt  with  during  1971  was  192  tons  14  cwts.  98J  lbs. 


Offences  Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Regulations 

The  following  contraventions  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

1.  Selling  Almond  tart  with  mouse  dirt 

sticking  to  bottom  . . . . . . Warning  letter  from  Town  Clerk. 

2.  Selling  mouldy  pork  sausage  ..  ..  Fined  £15  00  plus  £5  00  advocate’s  fee. 

3.  Selling  mouldy  pork  sausage  ..  ..  Fined  £20  00  plus  £5  00  advocate’s  fee. 

4.  Selling  mouldy  cream  slices  . . . . Fined  £10  00  plus  £5  00  advocate’s  fee. 

Total  Number  of  Food  Premises  Subject  to  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations,  1970 

(1)  Details  of  food  premises  subject  to  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations,  1970,  grouped  in  categories  of  trade  carried  on  in  them. 
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Type  of  Premises 

Total 

No. 

No.  fitted 
to  comply 
with  Reg. 
16* 

No.  to 
which 
Reg.  1 9f 
Applies 

No.  fitted 
to  comply 
with 
Reg.  19 

Butchers  . . 

58 

58 

58 

58 

Greengrocers 

38 

38 

38 

38 

Wholesale  Greengrocers  . . 

36 

36 

36 

30 

Grocers  and  Multiple  Stores 

89 

89 

89 

89 

General  Dealers  . . 

167 

165 

167 

167 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  (retail  and 
manufacture)  . . 

77 

68 

77 

77 

Bakers  (Wholesale) 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Sweets,  etc. 

50 

50 

50 

50 

Fish,  wet  . . 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Fish,  fried  . . 

29 

29 

29 

29 

Licensed  Premises  (public  houses, 
hotels,  social  clubs,  off-licences) 

120 

120 

120 

120 

Restaurants,  cafes  and  snack  bars 

34 

34 

34 

34 

Places  of  Public  entertainment  . . 

28 

28 

28 

28 

Canteens  (factories,  shops,  schools,  etc.) 

81 

81 

81 

81 

Wholesale  Food  Manufacturers, 
warehouses 

30 

30 

30 

30 

Pickles,  etc.,  manufacturer 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Chemists,  herbalists 

24 

24 

24 

24 

Other  miscellaneous  premises 

2 

2 

2 

2 

876 

865 

876 

870 

* Regulation  16  relates  to  provision  of  wash-hand  basins. 
f Regulation  19  relates  to  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment. 

(2)  Food  Premises  registered  under  Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs 


Act  1955. 

Ice  Cream  (Sale  and  manufacture)  . . 327 

Butchers  (Manufacture  of  sausage  *) 

etc.)  L 

Pork  Butchers  (Manufacture  of  f 57 

sausage,  etc.)  . . . . . . J 

Bakeries  (manufacture  of  meat  pies)  . . 13 

Preserved  meat  manufacturers  . . . . 7 


(3)  During  the  year  3,343  visits  were  made  to  food  shops,  cafes, 
restaurants,  food  factories  and  public  houses,  and  30  inspections  were 
made  of  vehicles  used  for  sale  and  transport  of  food. 

54  notices  were  served  upon  the  occupiers  of  premises  for  non- 
compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970  and  34 
notices  were  complied  with  during  the  year.  No  notices  were  served  upon 
the  owners  of  mobile  shops  and  vehicles  used  for  the  transport  of  food 

Summary  of  Work  Done  During  1972 

Food  Hygiene  ( General ) Regulations , 1970 

1 . Premises  cleansed,  redecorated  and  walls,  floors,  ceilings,  etc.,  repaired  41 

2.  Articles  of  equipment  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

3.  Steps  taken  to  protect  food  from  contamination  . . . . . . 6 

4.  Cleanliness  of  employees  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

5.  Wrapping  of  food  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

6.  Drainage  of  food  premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 
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7.  Sanitary  conveniences,  cleanliness,  condition,  lighting  and  ventilation  27 


8.  Provision  of  handwashing  notices  in  sanitary  conveniences  . . 9 

9.  Provision  of  washing  facilities  for  staff  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

10.  Provision  of  washing  facilities  for  food  equipment  ..  ..  ..  11 

1 1 . Provision  of  first-aid  equipment  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

12.  Provision  of  accommodation  for  the  storage  of  clothing  . . . . 7 

13.  Provision  of  sufficient  and  suitable  lighting  in  food  rooms  ..  ..  1 

14.  Provision  of  sufficient  and  suitable  ventilation  in  food  rooms  . . — 

15.  Removal  of  refuse  or  filth  from  food  premises  ..  ..  ..  7 

16.  Provision  of  means  to  retain  foods  at  prescribed  temperatures  . . — 

17.  Vehicles  cleansed,  repaired,  etc.  . . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  — 

18.  Use  of  tobacco  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  3 

19.  Accumulation  of  stock,  untidiness  . . . . . . . . . . — 

20.  Name  and  address  on  vehicle  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  — Annual  Return  of  Samples  for  1972 

Adulter- 

Sample  No.  Genuine  ated 


Formal 

Whisky 


Informal 


Buttermilk 
Beef  Sausage 
Bread 
Custard 

Cod  

Cake 

Fish  Cakes 
Flour 

Granulated  Sugar 
Home  Produced  Apples 
Lettuce 
Pastie 

Pasteurised  Cream 
Pork  Sausage 
Sherry 
Soft  Drink 

Steak  & Kidney  Puddin 
Tinned  Potatoes 
Untreated  Milk 
Whisky 
Wheatmeal 


g 


1 1 


1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

1 


40 


1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 


1 

1 

1 

8 

1 


35 


-t 

1* 


-t 

-t 


2t 

If 

It 


—t 


5 


* Warning  Letter  from  Town  Clerk. 

f Formal  samples  to  be  taken  of  pork  sausage. 

Sherry — investigations  indicated  malicious  intent. 

Soft  Drink — containing  insufficient  amount  of  adulterent  to  identify. 

i Pesticidal  survey — Satisfactory 
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Slaughterhouse 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the 
town  during  the  year  — 25,499  compared  with  27,480  during  1972. 


Table  I 


1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

Cattle 

3,483 

2,980 

2,624 

2,295 

2,732 

3,040 

2,906 

3,152 

2,716 

2,039 

Calves 

44 

64 

40 

75 

56 

16 

6 

7 

4 

9 

Sheen 

13,634 

15,320 

15,768 

22,294 

12,937 

24,987 

18,455 

23,455 

24,628 

23,437 

Pigs 

14,793 

8,802 

3,979 

1,915 

1,409 

1,002 

784 

219 

32 

14 

31,954 

27,166 

22,411 

26,579 

28,134 

29,045 

22,151 

26,817 

27,480 

25,499 

All  the  animals  slaughtered  were  examined  by  a public  health  in- 
spector and  after  inspection  were  marked  with  a stamp  identifying  the 
inspecting  officer. 

The  inspection  procedure  was  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the 
method  laid  down  in  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963,  and  involved 
a certain  amount  of  overtime,  mainly  at  week-ends,  in  order  to  achieve 
100%  inspection. 

Table  II 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1,375 

664 

9 

23,437 

14 

Number  inspected 

1,375 

664 

9 

23,437 

14 

All  Diseases  except  T.B.  and  Cysticerci 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

6 

3 

24 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

185 

231 



3,324 

1 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than  T.B.  and 
Cysticerci 

13-52 

35-69 

33-33 

14-28 

7-14 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

1 

1 

_ 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected 
with  T.B. 

— 

•015 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

3 

2 

7 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

3 

2 

_ 





Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Table  III  shows  the  meat  and  offal  condemned  for  the  various 
diseased  conditions  found  upon  post  mortem  examination  at  the  slaughter- 
house. 


Table  HI 


lbs. 


Traumatism  . . . . . . 275 

Pneumonia  . . . . • • 650 

Pleurisy  . . . . . . • • 382| 

Peritonitis  . . . . . . . . 248 

Pericarditis  . . . . • • 47f 

Parasitic  conditions  . . . . 6,203f 

Abscesses  . . . . . . • • 768 

Contamination  . . . . . . 16 

Cysticercus  bo  vis  . . . . . . 100 

Cirrhosis  . . . . . . • • 183 

Actino  bacillosis  . . . . . . 179 

Haemangioma  . . . . . . 688 

Arthritis  . . . . . . • • 173 

Tuberculosis  . . . . . . 68 

Actino  Mycosis  . . . . . . 30 

Oedema  and  Emanciation  . . 1,795 

Septicaemia  . . . . . . 145 

Toxaemia  . . . . . . . • 629 

Mastitis  . . . . . . • • 400 

C.  Ovis  1| 

Septic  Metritis  . . . . . . 163 

Carcinoma  . . . . . . . . 385 

Neoplasms  . . . . . . . . 68^ 

Bruising  . . . . . . . • 58 

Brucella  Abortus  Reaction  . . 20 

Anaemia  . . . . . . . • 32 

Other  Conditions  . . . . 37£ 

Nephritis  . . . . . . • • 2J 


13,749 


Bacteriological  Examination 

Where  reason  for  doubt  existed  on  visual  inspection  and  in  “border- 
line” cases,  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  was  used  to  help  in 
determining  the  fitness  of  food  for  human  consumption. 


The  following  specimens  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion. 


2 Cow  Beef  — No  pathogene 


5.  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

There  are  314  factories  on  the  register  required  to  be  kept  by  the 
District  Council  in  accordance  with  Section  8 (5)  of  the  Act  1961. 

Of  the  total  of  314,  there  are  301  factories  in  which  mechanical 
power  is  used  and  5 without  mechanical  power,  there  are  also  8 other 
premises,  etc.,  in  which  Section  7 of  the  Act  is  enforced  by  the  local 
authority. 
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The  following  list  shows  the  various  trades  carried  on  in  the  factories. 


Type  of  Business 

With 

Mechanical 

Power 

Without 

Mechanical 

Power 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

22 

1 

Joiners,  builders  and  plumbers  . . 

31 

1 

Glass,  etc.  . . 

8 

1 

Food  Wholesalers,  Warehouses  and 
packers  . . 

26 

1 

Electrics 

14 

Tailors  and  Clothiers 

15 

Instruments  and  tools 

16 

Plastics 

5 

Machinery  Manufacturers 

14 

Engineers  . . 

42 

Motor  Engineers  . . 

43 

Dentists 

5 

Upholstery,  furnishings  and  polishing  . . 

11 

1 

Printing 

18 

Chemicals  . . 

4 

Laundry  and  Dry  Cleaning 

15 

Boots  and  Shoe  Repairs 

4 

Miscellaneous 

18 

— 

301 

5 

Defects  and  contraventions  found  during  the  course  of  inspection 
were  readily  remedied  by  the  factory  occupiers  upon  their  attention  being 
drawn  to  such  and  in  14  cases  written  notices  were  sent  to  occupiers. 

No  notices  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  in  respect 
i ^fon.es  in  Borough,  relating  to  matters  requiring  the  attention  of 
the  District  Council  under  the  provision  of  Part  I of  the  Act  of  1961. 


1.  Inspections  for  the  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Number  of 

Written  Occupiers 
Notices  Prosecution 

(0 

Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2,  3, 
4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  the 
local  authority 

5 

3 

1 — 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  . . 

301 

250 

12  — 

(iii) 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

8 

5 

1 — 

314  258  14 


Total 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


No.  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars 


Want  of  Cleanliness 
Overcrowding 
Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  in 

eluding  offences  relating  to  outworks) 


Referred 


Found 


Remedied  To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 


1 


25 


22 


26 


23 


There  were  no  cases  in  which  prosecutions  were  instituted. 

Outworkers  — Part  VIII  of  the  Act,  Section  133  and  134 

There  was  1 notification  received  of  factories  in  the  Borough,  employ- 
ing outworkers. 

The  names  and  places  of  employment  of  34  outworkers  within  this 
district,  employed  by  the  occupiers  of  2 factories  outside  the  Borough, 
were  notified  by  1 council  of  another  district. 

There  were  21  outworkers  on  the  register  for  the  earlier  part  of  the 
year  and  14  for  the  latter  part. 

The  place  of  employment  for  all  outworkers,  which  were  in  all  cases 
their  homes,  were  visited  and  no  contraventions  of  this  part  of  the  Act 
were  found. 


No.  of  No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 
Outworkers  cases  of  prosecu-  instances 

Nature  of  Work  in  August  default  in  tions  for  of  work  in  Notices  Prosecu- 

list  required  sending  failure  to  unwhole-  served  tions 

by  Section  list  to  the  supply  some 
1 33(1  )(c)  Council  lists  premises 

Wearing  Apparel 

(making,  etc.)  . . — — — 

Cosaques,  Christ- 
mas Stockings, 

etc 14  — — _ _ _ 


14 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
Registration  and  Inspection 

During  the  year,  70  premises  were  registered  under  the  Act  and  50 
registrations  were  withdrawn,  leaving  a total  of  876  premises  on  the 
register  compared  with  856  in  1971. 
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152  premises  received  a general  inspection  and  410  visits  were  made 
to  registered  premises.  Although  there  was  a slight  improvement  in  the 
staffing  position,  commitments  under  the  Slum  Clearance  and  Clean 
Air  Programmes  prevented  a full  scale  operation  of  the  Act. 


Operation  of  the  General  Provisions  of  the  Act 

The  administration  of  the  Act  presented  no  major  problems  and 
compliance  with  the  various  requirements  was  achieved  informally. 

The  majority  of  contraventions  were  of  a minor  nature  and  were 
attended  to  quite  promptly.  By  far  the  most  common  contravention 
was  the  lack  of  an  abstract  of  the  Act  and  thermometers.  Lack  of  sufficient 
first-aid  equipment,  lack  of  cleanliness  of  stores  rooms,  floors,  passages 
and  staircases  were  also  quite  common  and  a number  of  premises  required 
the  provision  of  guard  rails  to  stairs  or  openings. 

A total  of  50  notices  were  served  during  the  year  and  33  notices  were 
complied  with.  There  were  no  specific  instances  of  exceptionally  good 
or  bad  standards  in  the  observance  by  employers  of  their  responsibilities 
under  the  Act,  and  no  cases  where  Section  22  was  invoked. 

Accidents 

The  number  of  accidents  reported  during  the  year  was  28  as  com- 
pared with  27  in  1971. 

There  were  no  cases  of  serious  injury  or  neglect  and  only  13  of  the 
accidents  were  considered  to  need  further  investigation.  Most  of  the 
accidents  occurred  in  shops  and  warehouses  and  resulted  from  falls  or 
handling  goods. 


Prosecutions 

No  prosecutions  were  instituted  during  the  year. 

All  Reported  Accidents,  Workplace  and  Sex 
Adults  and  Young  Persons 


Adults 

Young  Persons 

Total 

L/wj o (JJ  VV  UrfiylULc 

Male 

Female 

Male  Female 

Offices 

— 

1 

— — 

1 

Retail  Shops 

Wholesale  Shops  or 

6 

5 

— 3 

14 

Warehouses 

3 

3 

— — 

6 

Catering  Establishments  \ 
Canteens  . . . . 

2 

3 

1 — 

6 

Railway  Premises 

1 

— 

— — 

1 

12 

12 

1 

3 

28 
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All  Reported  Accidents  Analysed — Primary  Cause 


Adults 

Young  Persons 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male  Female 

Non  power-driven  machinery 

or  relevant  part  in  motion 

— 

1 

— — 

1 

Power-driven  machinery  or 

relevant  part  in  motion  . . 

1 

1 

— 1 

3 

Machinery  or  relevant  part  at 
rest  (power  and  non  power- 

driven) 

1 

— 

— — 

1 

Vehicle  stationery 

— 

— 

1 — 

1 

Electrical 

— 

1 

— — 

1 

Hand  tools  . . 

2 

— 

— — 

2 

Falls: 

On  or  from  fixed  stairs  . . 

1 

3 

— 1 

5 

On  or  from  ladders  or  step 

ladders  . . 

— 

1 

— — 

1 

Falls  on  same  level 

1 

1 

— — 

2 

Stepping  on  or  striking 

against  object  or  person  . . 

— 

1 

— — 

1 

Handling  goods  (not  other- 

wise  classified). 

6 

— 

— 1 

7 

Not  otherwise  specified 

— 

3 

— — 

3 

12 

12 

1 3 

28 

The  following  tables  give  the  prescribed  particulars  included  in  the 
Annual  Report  to  the  Ministry. 


Table  A 

Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


No.  of 

Total  No. 

No.  of  Reg. 
Premises 

Premises 

of  Regd. 

receiving 

Regd. 

Premises 

general 

Class  of  Premises 

during 

at  end 

inspections 

the  year 

of  year 

during  year 

Offices  . . 

36 

243 

74 

Retail  Shops 

26 

467 

64 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

2 

67 

4 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  public, 
canteens 

6 

98 

10 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  . . 

— 

1 

— 

70 

876 

152 

Table  B 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  (including  general  inspections)  to  registered  premises  410 
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Table  C 

Analysis  by  Workplace  of  Persons  Employed  in 
Registered  Premises  at  the  end  of  the  year 


Class  of  Workplace  Number  of  Persons  Employed 


Offices 

2,388 

Retail  Shops 

3,067 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

760 

Catering  establishments  open  to  public,  canteens 

936 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

4 

Total 

7,155 

Total  Males 

2,717 

Total  Females 

4,438 

7.  CLEAN  AIR  ACTS,  1956-68 
Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  measurement  of  atmospheric  pollution  continued  throughout 
the  year  at  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Department,  Saltwell  View, 
and  Chowdene  Lodge,  but  the  results  show  no  precise  change,  the  areas 
covered  not  being  subjected  to  smoke  control. 

Chow  Dene  Lodge 


Smoke Sulphur  Dioxide 


1970 

1971 

1972 

1970 

1971 

1972 

January 

— 

141 

97 

— 

130 

58 

February 

— 

82 

66 

— 

135 

86 

March  . . 

— 

70 

123 

— 

92 

89 

April 

— 

45 

26 

— 

78 

68 

May 

— 

22 

35 

— 

61 

72 

June 

27 

18 

27 

114 

65 

55 

July 

14 

14 

15 

72 

46 

60 

August  . . 

29 

11 

45 

77 

64 

45 

September 

34 

38 

75 

50 

69 

223 

October  . . 

52 

70 

89 

109 

126 

189 

November 

85 

46 

65 

130 

98 

93 

December 

69 

84 

133 

136 

119 

57 

Daily  Average  . . 

44 

53 

66 

98 

90 

91 

Public  Health  Inspector’s  Department,  17  Saltwell  View 

Smoke 

Sulphur  Dioxide 

1968 

1971 

1972 

1968 

1971 

1972 

January 

— 

197 

191 

— 

183 

126 

February 

— 

189 

177 

— 

196 

130 

March  . . 

— 

197 

154 

— 

121 

143 

April 

— 

105 

87 

— 

125 

108 

May 

120 

52 

77 

164 

86 

105 

June 

90 

60 

57 

111 

83 

77 

July 

102 

36 

36 

144 

69 

70 

August  . . 

79 

51 

66 

88 

81 

69 

September 

107 

78 

148 

90 

104 

120 

October 

130 

118 

166 

111 

137 

168 

November 

159 

140 

140 

148 

148 

148 

December 

209 

129 

125 

100 

156 

114 

Daily  Average  . . 

125 

112 

119 

119 

124 

115 
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Notice  of  Intention  to  Install  Furnaces,  Section  3,  Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

In  accordance  with  the  statutory  requirements  of  the  above  Act  and 
section,  25  notices  of  intention  to  install  furnaces  in  industrial  premises 
were  received  and  approved. 

Dark  Smoke  (Section  1,  Clean  Air  Acts,  1956-68) 

5 Contraventions  under  the  above  Acts  and  section  (i.e.  emission  of 

dark  smoke  beyond  the  permitted  period,  were  received  and  settled 
informally. 


Chimney  Heights,  Section  6,  Clean  Air  Act,  1968 

9 applications  were  received  as  to  the  height  of  chimneys  to  be 
erected  for  new  boiler  plants.  5 were  approved  without  alterations  required 
and  4 after  negotiation. 


Smoke  Control 

Details  of  the  various  orders  are  given  in  the  following  table  and 
show  that  over  quarter  of  the  area  of  the  town  is  now  subject  to  control. 

Orders  in  Operation 


No.  of  Premises 

Date  of 

Date 

Area 

Acreage 

Order 

confirma- 

of 

Dwellings 

Other 

Made 

tion 

Operation 

Orders  in  Operation 

Barn  Close  No.  1 

10-75 

232 

56 

12.11.59 

31.  3.60 

1.11.60 

Chandless  No.  2 

32-34 

643 

67 

12.11.59 

31.  3.60 

1.11.60 

Central  No.  3 

38-14 

230 

211 

27.  3.61 

30.  6.61 

1.  1.62 

Wylam  No.  4 

24-00 

93 

68 

14.  2.62 

16.  5.62 

30.1 1.62 

Wrekenton  No.  5 

Made  1.2.63.  Revoked  29.7.64  (owing  to 

shortage  of  gas  cokel 

Harlow  Green  No.  6 

232-00 

1,879 

438 

1.  7.64 

13.10.64 

1.  7.65  ' 

Wrekenton  No.  7 

87-90 

850 

20 

13.11.64 

26.  2.65 

1.  7.66 

Saltmeadows  No.  8 . . 

198-00 

278 

70 

6.  1.65 

9.12.65 

1.  7.67 

Wrekenton  No.  9 

22-80 

306 

25 

3.  3.65 

28.  5.65 

1.  7.66 

Wrekenton  No.  11  . . 

27-25 

141 

13 

1.  2.67 

21.  8.67 

1.  9.68 

Moss  Side  No.  10  . . 

109-50 

1,479 

18 

6.  7.66 

14.  6.67 

1.  7.69 

Deckham  No.  12 

67-22 

862 

30 

3.  7.68 

24.10.68 

1.  9.69 

Wrekenton  No.  13  . . 

227-04 

1,601 

67 

30.  4.69 

6.  8.69 

1.  7.71 

1,176-94 

8,594 

1,083 

Low  Fell  South  No.  14 

118-00 

854 

36 

Due  to  come  into  operation  1.7.74 

Greenesfield  No.  15 

123-00 

987 

163 

Due  to  come  into  operation  1 . 1 2.73 

Total  Acreage  of  Borough  . . 4,559 

Total  number  of  premises  in 

Borough  39,559 

Total  number  of  dwellings  . . 33,982 

Surveys  of  two  further  areas  were  in  progress  during  the  year. 

8.  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  operation  of  the  above  Act  included  the  treatment  for  sewers, 
refuse  tips,  river  banks,  open  spaces,  etc.,  for  rat  infestation,  and  the 
inspection  and  treatment  of  houses  and  business  premises  for  rats  and 
mice  infestation. 
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800  manholes  were  treated  by  Messrs.  Rentokil  Limited  with  fluorakil 
400  in  March  and  400  in  September. 

Rodent  Control  in  Premises 


Infested  by 


Type  of  Premises 

No. 

Reported 

Rats 

Mice 

Not 

Infected 

No 

Access 

L.A.  Buildings 

78 

36 

42 

— 

— 

L.A.  Houses  . . 

. . 242 

95 

107 

12 

28 

Private  Houses 

. . 527 

154 

266 

31 

76 

Business  Premises 

. . 223 

125 

85 

6 

7 

Open  Spaces  . . 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— - 

1,075 

415 

500 

49 

111 

Total  visits  made  by  Pest  Control  Officers  — 5,795. 

9.  PET  ANIMAL  ACT,  1951  AND  ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTAB- 

LISHMENTS ACT,  1963 

The  4 licensed  pet  shops  and  1 animal  boarding  establishment  in  the 
town  were  visited  periodically  and  found  to  be  maintained  in  compliance 
with  the  Act. 

10.  NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

All  complaints  of  noise  nuisances  were  investigated  and  settled 
informally.  There  were  59  visits  made  under  the  Act  during  the  year. 

11.  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1950 

Duties  under  the  above  Act  were  mainly  in  connection  with  the 
movement  of  animals  at  the  Slaughterhouse  at  Hawks  Road.  Regular 
inspections  were  maintained  throughout  the  year  by  the  public  health 
inspectors. 

12.  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

There  are  9 premises  registered  in  the  Borough  to  use  and  store 
filling  materials. 

During  the  year,  3 visits  were  made  to  these  premises  and  2 informal 
samples  of  material  taken,  both  complied  with  the  Regulations  on 
Soluble  Extracted  Matter. 


Table  46 


ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS  ACCORDING  TO  CAUSE,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  DURING  1972 


All  Ages 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Under  4 

Weeks 

4 Weeks  & 

Under  1 Yr. 

1-5  Yrs. 

5-15  Yrs. 

1 5-25  Yrs. 

25-35  Yrs. 

35-45  Yrs. 

45-55  Yrs. 

55-65  Yrs. 

65-75  Yrs. 

75  Yrs.  and 

Over 

Enteritis  and  Other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity,  etc. 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

Leukaemia 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasm 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasm 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

Avitaminoses,  etc. 

Other  Endocrine,  etc.,  Diseases 

Anaemias 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood,  etc. 

Mental  Disorders 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

Hypertensive  Disease 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

Asthma 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Peptic  Ulcer  

Appendicitis 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Other  Diseases  of  Genit-Urinary  System 

Disease  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

Congenital  Anomalies  .... 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  Other  Accidents 

Suicide  and  Self  Inflicted  Injuries 

All  Other  External  Causes 

2 

2 

3 

6 

39 

25 

77 

15 

9 

7 

8 

54 

4 

9 

1 

3 

3 

1 

4 

4 

22 

23 

361 

34 

155 

34 

32 

95 

61 

5 

22 

7 

1 

6 

2 

11 

7 

7 

7 

12 

2 

6 

11 

13 

19 

8 
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1 

5 

22 

10 

63 

7 

4 

20 

2 

3 

1 

3 

6 

7 
203 

14 

69 

9 

17 

43 

49 

2 

16 

4 

1 

5 

2 

3 

4 

3 

1 

8 

1 

4 

1 

9 

12 

7 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

17 

15 

14 

15 

9 

4 

34 

2 

6 

1 

3 

2 

1 

4 

1 

16 

16 

158 

20 

86 

25 

15 

52 

12 

3 

6 

3 

1 

8 

3 

4 

6 

4 

1 

2 

10 

4 

7 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

7 

2 

6 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

5 

3 

1 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

29 

1 

9 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

15 

7 

25 

3 

2 

14 

1 

2 

4 

56 

2 

16 

3 

10 

9 

15 

1 

4 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

16 

9 

32 

2 

5 

4 

14 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

8 

6 

128 

8 

46 

6 

11 

22 

24 

4 

7 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

7 

5 

12 

4 

2 

2 

2 

16 

1 

4 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

6 

13 

136 

23 

83 

23 

10 

60 

17 

5 

2 

8 

2 

2 

5 

7 

2 

5 

1 

Total  All  Causes 

1243 

644 

599 

21 

13 

3 

_ 

— 

5 

12 

31 

92 

208 

384 

474 

